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The award-winning, patented design is what separates the Orange 
Whip from other swing trainers and copycats. The design consists 
of the counterbalance on one end, a heavy orange ball on the 
other end, and a whippy shaft.  Together, these three components 
train the perfect, on plane golf swing that you can feel as you 
swing it back and forth.  It allows the weekend golfer to develop 
and feel what it’s like to swing like Fred Couples or Ernie Els. 

WHIP UP
A BETTER GOLF GAME
Jim Hackenberg’s award-winning training aids 
have become a standard in the bags of Tour Pros, 
Top Teachers, and Golfers all over the world.

Trusted by the tour’s best.
The bright Orange Ball you see sticking out of 
golfers bags on driving ranges and golf courses 
across the world was developed by PGA Golf 
Professional, Jim Hackenberg, over 15 years ago.  
The Orange Whip Swing Trainer was designed to 
encourage better rhythm, balance, sequence, and 
power by improving a golfer’s tempo and swing 
plane. The initial model was designed as a training 
tool for amateur golfers, but the Tour Pros and 
Top Teachers quickly began to see and feel the 
benefits of swinging the Orange Whip.  The 
simple, patented design has made it the most 
popular training aid for golfers of all abilities, and 
it’s why you see it in the bags of the best golfer 
and coaches in the world.



Cont. on page 4
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by Pete Kowalski

Oakmont Country Club adds to its legendary history from June 12-
15 as the U.S. Open returns for the tenth time. 

Why has the USGA designated Oakmont as a U.S. Open anchor 
site and why does it keep coming back to the Henry Clay Fownes-
designed course in suburban Pittsburgh?

The easy answer is that the course is championship-ready every day. 
And it handily meets the USGA’s criteria of using every club as well 
as testing the mental tenacity of each of the 156 players in the field.

The deeper answer comes from John Bodenhamer, the USGA’s Chief 
Competitions Officer when he talks about the course.

“Oakmont is timeless, but it’s never static,” Bodenhamer said. “Since 
2016, the course has undergone notable work to restore its bunkers to 
align with its original William C. Fownes design and expand greens 
to their original sizes while preserving its fast, firm conditions more 
closely. From a set-up standpoint, our aim is to present this course in 
its truest form, which is one of the toughest tests in golf, while 
remaining a fair, rigorous examination of every facet of a player’s 

game. Compared to 2016, the course will play about 153 yards longer, 
drainage ditches will be more penal, and there will be no graduated 
rough along fairways.”

Bodenhamer and his USGA colleagues know that Oakmont is also a 
fan favorite, and the national governing body has an abundant set of 
activities and on-site fan experiences prepared. Here’s an online look 
for fan information.

“Fans can expect everything they've come to love about Oakmont, 
which is a tough but fair test of golf on one of the cathedrals of the 
game,” Bodenhamer said. “Designating Oakmont as an anchor site 
allows us to continue the U.S. Open’s storied history at this venerable 
course and present a thorough challenge to the game’s best players 
while elevating the experience for fans and players. We’ve invested in 
the property, whether it be enhancing the driving range or building 
out new areas of the property for new fan experience activations 
and viewing areas. There is a lot up our sleeve, and we can’t wait to 
welcome people onsite.”

For the record, the 125th U.S. Open is the 18th USGA championship to 
be contested at Oakmont. For perspective, Philadelphia’s Merion Golf 
Club leads with 19. The USGA is also adding to the Commonwealth 

125TH U.S. OPEN AT OAKMONT
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Cont. from page 3
of Pennsylvania’s lead among all states with 95 championships.

“Pennsylvania has a rich golf heritage and a deep roster of world-
class courses, but just as important, the people here embrace 
championship golf in a special way,” Bodenhamer said. “Whether 

it’s at Oakmont, Merion or other storied venues, there’s a reverence 
for the game that resonates with everything the USGA stands for.”

As for the U.S. Open, Baltusrol Golf Club in Springfield, N.J., is second 
in the hosting race with seven Opens, and Michigan’s Oakland Hills, 
California’s Pebble Beach and New York’s Winged Foot have each 
hosted six times.
All of these courses, except Baltusrol, are on the upcoming calendar 
for the Open with Oakmont set for 2033, 2043 and 2049.

The 2025 championship set a record for most entries with 10,202 and 
Final Qualifying will be completed, weather permitting, at nine U.S. 
sites and one in Canada on June 2. On May 19, Final Qualifying was 
held in England, Japan and Dallas.

There are 85 players from around the globe already exempt from 

qualifying.

The previous winners at Oakmont include six World Golf Hall of 
Famers: Ben Hogan (1953), Jack Nicklaus (1962), Ernie Els (1994), 
Tommy Armour (1927), Larry Nelson (1983) and Johnny Miller 
(1973).

Dustin Johnson captured the last victory at Oakmont in 2016, with 
an emphatic birdie on the 72nd hole.

Bodenhamer stresses that the 125th U.S. Open will accentuate the 
already deep connections the USGA has with Oakmont C.C.

“Our relationship with Oakmont is built on a shared commitment 
to championship excellence and the game's history,” Bodenhamer 
said. “This year marks a record 10th U.S. Open hosted by Oakmont, 
and that doesn’t happen without deep trust, mutual respect and a 
passion for testing the best players in the world. For our champions, 
it matters where they win, and we’re looking forward to crowning 
another at Oakmont soon.”
 
 

Oakmont’s Famous Churchpew Sandtrap
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  By Scotty McAlarney
           WGTF/IPGA
Never did I ever think that the name of our 25-year-old golf academy would 
be so fitting in a title of an article I would write – one that is meant to help 
bring awareness to a cause and possibly help save a life. At this moment, 
there is a young man fighting leukemia and is in need of a donor match. 

   Former and longtime A Swing for Life golf academy student Eddie 
Kaufman is 20 years old and is in the fight of his life – a battle against T-cell 
acute lymphoblastic leukemia. Eddie is currently at CHOP (Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia) and his parents are staying at the Ronald 
McDonald house in Philadelphia to be close to Eddie’s doctors.
      
I vividly remember getting the phone call on a crisp fall evening while 
sitting tranquilly by an outdoor fireplace. It was unusually late for a call 
but when I saw the caller ID – Eddie’s grandmother Carol, I picked up the 
call. Moments later I was sitting stunned at the news. Eddie was already 
on his way to CHOP to start chemotherapy ASAP. His condition was dire. 
My mind spiraled through a whirlwind of emotions. 

For those not knowing Eddie, here’s a quick background on a young man 
that most, if not all, parents would want their daughter bringing home to be 
a part of their own family! When Eddie was younger, my wife and I would 
always kid him with adoption strategies! His quick bio: very intelligent, 
tall athletic build, handsome, respectful, caring, and always smiling. And if 
that isn’t enough to grab your attention – as a junior golfer and high school 
golfer, he won numerous golf tournaments, and received awards like the 
Scranton Times High school “Athlete of the Week” and a major honor of 
“Player of the Year” in golf! 

Nope … not finished yet … it turns out that Eddie was a fantastic baseball 
player as well. No matter what level of baseball he played, he was dominant. 
During his junior year in high school, he was projected as the number 2 
player as a center fielder in the state of PA in baseball combines on the 
east coast. He was actually recruited as a 2-sport player – in both golf and 
baseball, by Roanoke College. But as he told me during a phone call his 
freshman year one afternoon, he’d decided to stick with baseball, especially 
given the class work and the opportunity of Roanoke’s spring and fall 
baseball seasons. He gently broke the news that he wouldn’t be on the golf 
team but I couldn’t be more supportive. I knew he’d excel no matter which 
sport he chose. Before he started getting sick and diagnosed with this rare 
and aggressive form of leukemia, he was playing as a starting outfielder at 
Roanoke in addition to playing in the upstate New York summer baseball 
league. 

Yes, talented indeed! And now, as I mentioned, he’s fighting for his life 
against a tough battle with an aggressive form of blood cancer – going 
through all of the issues that chemotherapy and his medication are doing 
to his body and mental state. 

In our area of Northeastern Pennsylvania, there have already been 
numerous swab events, looking for his match in anyone 18 to 40 years 
of age. So many people in our area and his wide community of friends 
at Roanoke have all tested to see if they are a match. A 100% match is 
needed.  A 100% match to Eddie will allow the life-saving process of stem 
cell donation to begin. 

“Team Eddie K “is working with the National Marrow Donor Program, 
or NMDP, to find a life-saving match for Eddie. A perfect 10 will reduce 
the chances his body would reject the stem cells. Testing to see if you are 
a match is as easy as swabbing the inside of your cheek. It could even 
take place right at home and then mailed to the lab. Very close to this 
article in this publication is an advertisement with all of this information. 
I’m asking every reader to look at it and consider testing for Eddie. Text 
“TeamEddieK” to 61474 or visit https://TeamEddieK.com.

Last November we ran a fundraiser for Eddie on our indoor golf simulator 
at Scott Greens Golf Club, where our golf academy is located. He and his 
family have medical expenses and traveling expenses that are not covered 
under insurance, and they are a continual expense. This May, we’ll be 
running another golf fundraiser, allowing golfers who want to help and 
be part of the “Swinging for Eddie K” campaign. Golfers can play multiple 
9-hole rounds during May and green fee proceeds will go towards Eddie’s 
fight. As a thank you, those golfers will be using their scorecards as a raffle 
ticket entered in to the drawings for many prizes during the “Swinging for 
a Cause” party in June.

The “Swinging for a Cause” party will be great fun, featuring drinks and 
light fare in late June at Montage Mountain resort. Anyone can come help 
raise money along with taking swings at baseball and golf, and other 
contests as well. This event is sure to bring everyone together to show their 
support for Eddie, his parents Brian and Melissa, and sister Mae and their 
entire family on June 21st! 

In the 10 years I served as Eddie’s swing coach and then as his head golf 
coach at Mid Valley high school, I’ve been in awe of his determination for 
success and have witnessed his fight to win. No fight can be as important 
as the one Eddie is facing now. I know there are prayer warriors on this 
with me. So, I ask, are you ready to join our “Team Eddie K” in prayers, 
awareness, or through support of whatever kind you can offer to help his 
family while Eddie continues his fight for life! 

 TRULY “A SWING FOR LIFE”
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TRUIST TOURNAMENT IN PHILLY IS A SIGNATURE EVENT
By Mike Kern, 
A little over a decade ago, Philadelphia Cricket Club opted to do an 
Oakmont to its Wissachickon Course, which was already considered 
to be among the best in the area if not all of Pennsylvania. Oakmont, 
on the opposite side of the state, had of course removed many if not 
most of its trees between the time it hosted the 1994 U.S. Open and 
the 2007 championship. And most agreed that it had only made one 
of the best layouts in the country even better. And they said much 

the same about Philly Cricket, which also has the newer Militia track 
that’s also highly ranked.

By the way, Aronimink has done something similar, and it’s going to 
host the PGA Championship next year. But we digress.

Since its transformation, Cricket has hosted a number of prominent 
events, including the 2015 PGA Professional National Championship, 
the 2016 Senior Players Championship (won by Bernhard Langer) 
and the USGA Four-Ball Championship last year. And now, it will 
take it up even another notch. On May 8-11 it will be the venue for 
the PGA Truist Championship, the first time the PGA Tour has been 
to Philly since the BMW Championship that was part of the FedEx 
Cup playoffs was played at Aronimink in 2018.

So, it’s quite a big deal. And this is one of the handful of the Tour’s 
designated signature events, which means only the best players on 
the planet will be showing up. That includes Rory McIlroy, who 
finally completed his career grand slam by winning the Masters 
last month. And if Philly has shown anything in the past, it’s that it 
appreciates and will support sporting events that it deems to be first-
class. It’s looking like this will be no exception.

The Truist, by the way, is being played the week before the PGA 
Championship. It used to be sponsored by Wells Fargo, and was held 
at Quail Hollow in North Carolina. But Wells Fargo decided not to 

renew its contract, and Quail Hollow is the site of the PGA, so they 
needed a new destination, if only for this one year. And it all came 
together for Cricket rather quickly. But all indications are it will be 
very much up to the task. And then some. Everyone on both sides of 
the equation seems extremely satisfied and excited about how it’s all 
been able to come together. McIlroy, it should be duly noted, won 
this tournament four times at Quail Hollow. For whatever that will 
be worth here. But it probably can’t hurt.

Jim Smith, the longtime Director of Golf and COO, has been there 
for the entire evolution. And he couldn’t be prouder. About what’s 
already happened, and this next chapter. In short, it’s all good. 
Maybe even great. And don’t forget that at the beginning of the 20th 
century, Cricket’s original Chestnut Hill location was the site for the 
U.S. Open in 1907 and 1910. So there’s been no shortage of history.

“We’ve obviously had our share of significant events before,” Smith 
said. “But it’s the highest profile event we’ve ever done (in this 
present era). I think our membership, I don’t know if validate is the 
right word, but certainly for us to be a place where the Tour and 
Truist would want to bring here for an event of this magnitude, that 
says a lot.

“So in many ways this proves that all the investment and effort that’s 
been made to just make it better and better and better over the last 20 
years has gotten us to this point. And it’s a great place to be. It kind 
of says, ‘Hey, you made some really good decisions.’

“This is a level above. And you have to have a great course to be 
considered. But for the Tour and Truist to show this much faith in 
what can be done here, in looking for that special partnership, it has 
to go way beyond just the golf course. And that’s what’s happening 
… 

“You have to have a volunteer base, which we’re getting not just 
from here but all over the greater Philadelphia golf community,” he 
continued. “And our membership has helped drive the hospitality 
purchases, which are such a big and essential part of it. So far, if we 
asked them what they expected in terms of sales we’re blowing them 
out of the water.”

Indeed, there doesn’t seem to be any downside, especially for a 
region that hasn’t had a regular Tour stop since the old IVB Classic 
at Whitemarsh Valley ended its nearly two-decade run in 1980, in 
part because the Open was coming to Merion the following summer. 
It’s a question that a lot of folks in this area have had trouble 
understanding, since we have as many big-time courses as anywhere. 
Not to mention a pretty solid fan base. But for whatever reasons, 
there’s been a void. And even though this is a one-time thing, you 
never know what maybe it could do to change some thinking.

Cont. on next page
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“I’m lucky,” Smith acknowledged, with a knowing smile. “I come here and 
they give me money to do what I do. Which is crazy. But I know how the 
membership feels about the fact that the whole world of golf is going to be 
looking at Cricket Club for a week. That’s something you can’t put a price on.

“I was born and raised here, right. I think for many, many years, there has 
been a little bit of an inferiority complex. You know, that we were kind of 
stuck between Boston and New York and (Washington) D.C. And maybe 
we did get overlooked. What you’re seeing now is we can hold our own, 
especially as it relates to supporting events like this. This far exceeded what 
anything thought could happen. I hope it lays the groundwork for regular 
Tour events or large events to come to Philly. And you know as well as I 
do, it’s not just Cricket and Aronimink, or Merion (which has done history 
as well as anyone and is hosting another U.S. Amateur next year) or Pine 
Valley (the almost-always No. 1 rated course in the world). There’s 20 other 
phenomenal courses in our city. And all of them could probably host an 
event.”

Sometimes, it’s about circumstances, and situations. Cricket just happened 
to be positioned in the right spot when it mattered. Because it has to work, 
or else it’s not worth doing. And if it’s not done right, another opportunity 
might be come along.

“At the end of the day, this is about money,” Smith explained, correctly. “You 
can’t go to places if you can’t drive the revenue. You have to show them that 
the money is here. And I think you also see that Aronimink is killing it with 
PGA sales. So we’re saying to the world of golf, ‘Hey, Philadelphia is really 
a market that deserves something.’ And I don’t think what we’re doing and 
what Aronimink’s doing are going to take anything away from each other. 
We’re both going to succeed, I think in a big way.”

And at least in Cricket’s case, it had to come together quickly.

“If the sponsor was the state bank of Georgia, this probably wouldn’t have 
come to Philadelphia,” Smith duly noted. “It had to fall in place the right 
way, for us and Truist. In all honesty, it kind of got dropped in our laps. 
Basically you could call it dumb luck. I also think they called us because we 
had developed a good reputation. We got a call in January of ‘24, so it was a 
really short window. The phone rang and we had discussions. For an event in 
May of ‘25. Which is insane. I think the club originally was like, ‘OK, we’ve 
had our tires kicked before.’ So I’m not sure we really paid much attention to 
it. Maybe they were just making phone calls, you know.

“In February, they sent an advance team out. And it was like, ‘Let’s figure 
this out.’ But we actually didn’t sign anything until July. And here we are. 
But until you know, you really don’t. I’m not aware whether they talked to 
anyone else. All I knew was we were dealing with a really compacted time 
frame. But it hasn’t been an issue.”

They really didn’t have to do much in terms of the course setup. Although, 
like with the Senior, the layout will be reconfigured so that the 18th is now 
the 11th, and the normal seventh, fifth, sixth and fourth will provide the 
finishing stretch to provide better viewing areas for the spectators, which 

will be limited to fewer than a usual PGA event (around 17,500 instead of 
20-25) to make the overall experience even better. In ‘16, those closing holes 
actually graded out as the most difficult. So there. The winning score was 
1-over par, which is 70. The course will play at about 7,100 yards, about 400 
more than it did for the older guys.

“The greens should be rock hard (at that time of year),” Smith said. “It’ll 
play firm and fast. The rough should be moderate, not crazy. Our team will 
be able to dial up the course to whatever the Tour says. I think people will 
be surprised at the type of test this is. It might depend on the (weather) 
conditions. If it’s soft, all bets are off. Because these guys are the best in the 
world. Of the 12 par 4s, my guess is they could be hitting wedge or 9 irons 
into probably seven or eight of them.

“The Tour told us, ‘Don’t judge the quality of the course on what they shoot.’ 
It’s entirely possible there going to have the opportunity to make some 
birdies. All you want is the players to leave and say what a great city, what a 
great golf course, what great hospitality. That’s the goal.

“I will say this: the course record is 65. That will get broke. Without a doubt. 
It might get broken every day. Again, we’re talking about the best in the 
world.”

And the best of those are headed here, to find out exactly what a proper 
restoration can do. We’ll find out soon enough. Smith can’t wait.

“I’m just trying to make sure everything’s in the right place,” he admitted. “I 
have nothing to do with any of the (daily) operations. I mean, we’ve done this 
before, where we’ve had an Army of people coming in. This is just different. 
I couldn’t even tell you committees are doing what. So I’m not going to be 
the guy stressing out because some volunteer didn’t show up. I’m just super 
excited to show what we have.

“It’s a burden. But you give something up, you get something in return. I 
think we’re doing something a lot of other clubs couldn’t do, in terms of 
scope and timing. But we’re seeing a lot of direct benefits. It’s going to have 
a boutique feel to it. I think people will appreciate that. What’s cool is it’s an 
intimate golf course.

“If Mother Nature cooperates … I think we’re going to get a lot of positive 
comments.”

Which is all anyone can really ask for, right? It just took some time to be 
given that chance. Hopefully they can make the most of it. For now, and 
possibly the future as well.
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TwisTed dune Golf Club
“New Jersey’s #1 Public Golf Course” The Jersey Golfer Magazine 2003

for
Tee Times Call:
(888) 894-7830

“Third Best Daily Fee Golf Course in New Jersey” Golfweek

A True Taste of the scottish Coast at the Jersey shore
Twisted Dune is like no other course in Southern New Jersey. True to its name, Twisted Dune is 
a links-style course of twisting landscapes, dramatic elevations, and rolling fairways that offer a 
challenging yet supremely playable 18 holes carved on 200 acres in Egg Harbor Township. Deep 
ravines, towering grass covered sand hills and well over a 100 bunkers make Twisted Dune’s 7200 
yards among the most memorable in the region. The design features four par 5’s over 500 yards, 
10 par 4’s and four par 3’s. Though fescue and sand are generous, so are wide fairways, dentgrass 
landing areas and large greens. Twisted Dune offers a visualy stunning golf experience that rewards 
accuracy and course management - making it enjoyable for golfers of every level.

It’s the kind of course serious golfers love to play again and again - each time bringing a new 
experience.

2110 Ocean Heights Ave. ● Egg Harbor Twp. ● www.twisteddune.com

 • Membership Opportunities
 • Instructional Academy
 • Full Practice Facility
 • Outings
 • Air Conditioned Golf Carts

609-653-8019

 • Membership Opportunities
 • Instructional Academy
 • Full Practice Facility
 • Outings

2101

Offering a distinct 
Irish-Scottish golfing experience

   Royal Portrush      Narin      Turnberry 
Royal Troon      Biarritz      St. Andrews 
   Royal Dornoch    Waterville    Glen Eagles 
Southport & Ainsdale   Royal County Down 
                            Prestwick

 7th Hole

Egg Harbor Township, NJ...Minutes from Atlantic City and Ocean City

Tee Time Reservations
609.926.3900 • www.mcculloughsgolf.com

Area’s Best
19th Hole
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CASEY, DANIEL CAPTURE WOMEN’S FOUR-BALL
Casey, Daniel capture Women’s Four-Ball

CLARKS SUMMIT, Pa. — A subtle “let’s boogie” echoed from the 
first tee at Glen Oak Country Club (par 73, 5,486 yards) Wednesday.

Murmurs of “great drive” and “in the fairway” followed. Kathy 
Goeringer even summoned the late Ely Callaway before swinging 
a club.

The sounds reflected the spirit of the inaugural Women’s Four-Ball at 
Glen Oak. Chants, cheers, and camaraderie. And channeling spirits.

“It was the theme today. I was using a Callaway golf ball, and so was 
[teammate] Ruthie (Dettore),” Goeringer, 67, of Tunkhannock, Pa., 
said. “God bless Ely Callaway for coming up with the company.”

The Women’s Four-Ball, a better-ball-of-partners event, is officially 
in good company on the GAP/AGA calendar. It is open to any female 
member of a GAP Member Club with a handicap index of 32.0 or less. 
The Women’s Four-Ball featured three divisions: Amateur, Senior 
(55-64 years of age) and Super Senior (65 years of age or older).

Berwick Golf Club’s Amy Daniel and Pocono Farms Country Club’s 
Mariah Casey carded a 12-over-par 85 to capture the event’s overall 
title. In the Senior Division (par 73, 4,841 yards), Fox Hill Country 
Club’s Wendy Cimoch and Wyoming Valley Country Club’s Natalie 
Sokoloski prevailed with a 3-over-par 76. Home-club hopefuls 
Carolyn Beers and Marlene Smith fired a 5-over-par 78 to edge 
Goeringer and Dettore by a stroke in the Super-Senior Division (par 
73, 4,841 yards).

Glen Oak absorbed close to two inches of rainfall the day prior. 
Mother Nature smiled upon an event needing water in its roots.

“Honestly, I’m shocked that we got it in, that the golf course was 
as dry as it was,” Goeringer said. “Last night, I had a bible study 
meeting, and you couldn’t hear anybody talk because of the rain 
coming down hard enough on the aluminum roof. It came down 
in buckets. I’m thrilled GAP stuck it out to see what the conditions 
would be. It turned out to be beautiful.”

A random league night pairing at Berwick in 2022 turned out to 
be the start of a beautiful friendship between Casey and Daniel. 
Competition, conversation, connection.

“When we had tournaments where we could pick our team, we’d 
like to go play together,” Daniel, 35, of Berwick, Pa., said. “We did a 
simulator league at [The Clubhouse 315] in the winter. We were the 
only women’s group, and we won. It was fun.”

Casey and Daniel, although unenthusiastic about the final number, 
embraced Wednesday’s result. First Four-Ball Champions.

“I feel like we play with each other enough that we know what to 
say to calm each other down,” Casey, 26, of Jefferson Township, Pa., 
said. “We managed. We had our blowups. We had our good holes. 
We play well with each other.”

Daniel pointed to pars on Nos. 13 (par 4, 300 yards) and 14 (par 4, 
325 yards) as a confidence booster. On the former, she slipped an 
8-iron from 150 yards through a gap in overhanging trees. Daniel 
then two putted from the front of the green.

“The common thought is trees are 90 percent air, so when I hit it I 
was like, ‘You’re right,’” Daniel said of her approach.

Casey, who works for a biotech company and serves as an assistant 
golf coach at Marywood University, moved to Pocono Farms during 
the winter. Despite the club change, she and Daniel, an eighth-grade 
science teacher, plan to connect for rounds of golf this summer.

Wednesday was a good start.

Seconded by the sounds in the scoring area.

Susan Stravinsky’s cellphone rang as she watched the leaderboard 
in the scoreboard. Her ringtone? The Rocky theme.

Emblematic of the event’s fighting spirit.  

Mariah Casey & Amy Daniel

results on folowwing page
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Jonathan Wilson of the host club carded a 3-over-par 75 to capture 
the 17th Spring Stroke Play at Irem Country Club (par 72, 6,496 
yards).Tuesday.

An even-par 36 on his inward nine gave Wilson the necessary edge 
to hold off Fox Hill Country Club’s A.J. Donatoni and Tyler McGarry 
by a stroke. In the Senior Division (par 72, 6,288 yards), Philadelphia 
Cricket Club’s Francis Vaughn won his first GAP/AGA trophy. He 
carded a 6-over-par 78 to prevail by a stroke over Jack Frost National 
Golf Club’s Bill Ianieri.

Wyoming Valley Country Club’s Joseph Weiscarger continues his 
impressive play in the Super-Senior Division (par 72, 5,467 yards). 
He posted a 3-under-par 69, the day’s lone subpar score.

THREE TAKE TITLES IN SPRING STROKE PLAY AT IREM
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Bath, PA • 610-837-9626

PGA Head Professional
Brad Paukovits provides

expert instruction for golfers
of all ability levels

$4100 greens fee with cart
after 1p.m., 7 days a week

NEW RATE
VIP CARD 

AVAILABLE

www.whitetailgolfclub.com

Carts Equipped with GPS Systems for accurate 
distances and more enjoyable rounds

16 Go l f Pe n n s y lva n i a ~ Go l f no rt h e a s t Spring 2020

260 Country Club Drive, Mountaintop

(570) 868-GOLF
www.blueridgetrail.com

Senior Day -Mon-Thurs $2
Ladies Day Thursday $2
Weekends After 1 p.m. $36

GPS CART INCLUDED

27Unique Holes...
ONE BREATHTAKING COURSE!

All Carts Equipped with
our GPS System.

Senior  Day -Mon-Fri                $34
Ladies  Day  Thursday            $34
Weekends  After 12:30 p.m. $38
           GPS CART INCLUDED

www.OldeHomesteadGolfClub.com

610-298-GOLF (4653) 

•18 Hole Championship Course
•9 Hole Par 3 Course•Driving Range

• FootGolf •Golf Instruction
• Group Outings/Tournaments

• Weddings/Events
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Ladies Day Thursday $2
Weekends After 1 p.m. $36

GPS CART INCLUDED

27Unique Holes...
ONE BREATHTAKING COURSE!

All Carts Equipped with
our GPS System.

Senior  Day -Mon-Fri                $34
Ladies  Day  Thursday            $34
Weekends  After 12:30 p.m. $38
           GPS CART INCLUDED

www.OldeHomesteadGolfClub.com

610-298-GOLF (4653) 

•18 Hole Championship Course
•9 Hole Par 3 Course•Driving Range

• FootGolf •Golf Instruction
• Group Outings/Tournaments

• Weddings/Events

  Regular  Senior
Weekday
18 holes  $55  $47

Weekend
18 holes  $72  $72

Weekend
Twilight  $54  $46
after 11:30 AM

Weekday &
Weekend $32  $32
after11:30AM
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LINNEA STROM SHOOTS 60 FOR HISTORIC WIN AT 2024 SHOPRITE LPGA ...

Cont. on page 13

By Mike Kern

GALLOWAY, N.J. — When Sweden’s Linnea Strom teed off in the 
final round of last year’s 54-hole ShopRite LPGA Classic, her chances 
of winning were virtually zero. At least that’s what the analytics said. 
Seriously. Common sense said the same thing. She was tied for 52nd, 
seven behind 36-hole leader Jenny Shin.

Strom hadn’t been playing well. She hadn’t even been making 
cuts. And she needed to make a 12-foot birdie putt on the last hole 
Saturday just to make it to Sunday. So there was all that. Turns out 
none of it mattered. Because by the time she had finished on Sunday, 
just after the final group had headed out, she had carded a closing 
11-under par 60 on Seaview’s Bay Course, for a total of 14-under 199. 
And that was good enough to give her a 1-shot victory over Megan 
Khang and Ayaka Furue, which made it the largest comeback in the 
history of the LPGA.

Who could have known?

She made nine birdies and an eagle (a chip-in on the par-5 ninth), 
and needed just 20 putts. It was the lowest score ever at the Jersey 
Shore event, and her first LPGA career win. The 27-year-old broke 
the previous final-round rally record of overcoming a deficit that had 
been set in 1987 by Ayako Okamoto at the Lady Keystone Open in 
Hersey. Back then, the great Japanese player had been tied for 23rd 
entering the last day. So by the numbers, this one was something else 
indeed. Off the charts.

Strom was ranked 165th in the world rankings coming into the week.

“That’s very cool,” said Strom, who made a 6-foot bird on the par-5 
18th and then had to wait about four hours to collect her trophy, at 
the time. “I’m obviously very proud of that. But it’s just golf, and 
you should never give up. I think that’s what I told myself going 
into today. It’s not over until that final putt has dropped. It was my 
personal best round as well, so that’s pretty fun as well.”

You think? She created snapshots that will last forever.

Strom was back at Seaview recently, for the media day for this year’s 
Classic, which will be held June 6-8. And it afforded her a chance to 
relive those moments.

“I remember (just making the cut) was big for me,” she recalled. “I 
had my dad here with me from Sweden. Two weeks prior to this 
tournament he decided to come over and booked a flight. So I’m just 
trying to put up a good score out there. Just enjoy playing with my 
dad there. That’s kind of what I did. I told myself I’m just going to 
try and move up the leaderboard and hopefully have a good finish. 
I don’t think I could have ever expected to have the kind of day that 
I had.

“I stayed with one of my best friends, Frida Kinhult, and she missed 
the cut. She said good-bye in the morning and she was like, ‘Ok, I’ll 
see you next week in Grand Rapids (Mich.)’ Even when she left she 
had obviously no idea that was going to come. She felt horrible about 
not being there for my first win. But I think it’s just golf. You never 
know what’s going to happen. The whole final day was just kind 
of a blur. It’s nice to be back and kind of recreate some memories 
that I had.“But it was amazing. I think never once during the round 

thought that I could potentially win. Because I was so far behind. I 
think that kind of helped me just to be in the present. I played one 
shot at a time, one hole at a time, tried to put birdies out there. It 
probably wasn’t until I finished on 18 and they interviewed me after 
the round, that’s when it kind of hit me. Maybe I have a chance of 
even winning the tournament … 
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“I think for sure that really helped me enjoy it. I really did. I mean, 
the best round I ever had in my life. So this place will always have a 
special place in my heart and brings back great memories to be here 
(again).”

If nothing else, finishing so early allowed her to have lunch with 
her father. And try not to worry too much about what maybe could 
actually happen.

“It kind of built up,” she readily acknowledged, honestly. “I was 
kind of expecting to stick around for one or two hours. I thought, 
you know, someone is going to take the lead and run away. But I 
know it’s also golf and it’s not easy to go out in a position leading 
a tournament on a Sunday, so I had that in the back of my mind 
because they saw my score being posted on the leaderboard.

“So I had a longer lunch. My (trainer) was there, my caddie, and 
then some of my other friends that are coming in. Everyone came up 
and said good round. I did a little bit of stretching, tried to keep the 
body moving a little bit. I couldn’t just sit and not do anything. As it 
got closer (to the end) I kind of realized that I have to be ready in case 
there is a playoff. I hit some putts on the practice green and there 
were three girls standing there and they asked me if they could have 
a signed golf ball. So I gave away three balls. Then my caddie goes 
how many balls do you have left in your bag. You can’t give away all 
your balls. I was like, ‘OK, I (still) have two or three. If I lose a ball in 
a playoff, I’m probably not going to win (anyway).”

Fair enough. But it never came to that. Furue was the last that had a 
chance to tie, but she failed to birdie 18 after being just off the green 
in two.

“It doesn’t happen every week for me, so I think it was just exciting 
to be in that situation and see how I would handle that,” Strom 
explained, who will be coming back to Seaview in much the same 
position playing-wise as she did a year ago. “I think my game feels 
better than what my scoring is showing. I think I’m still trying to 

figure out why. I finished the year pretty good last year and I thought 
I would just keep building on that. It’s golf. It’s a very mental sport 
as well. Two out of the last four weeks (through early May) I missed 
the cut by a shot, which is very frustrating. It can be very hard to deal 
with, and you try to put it behind you.

“I think I’m just reminding myself that it’s (only) one shot. If I wouldn’t 
have made a birdie on the last hole (here last year), I wouldn’t have 
ended up winning the tournament. I think I have that in the back of 
my head. One shot and maybe you have a good weekend and (it) 
ends up being a great tournament. Some weeks you have the luck on 
your side, and some weeks you don’t. I think I’m just trying to stay 
positive. I know I have a fun summer coming up. So I’m just looking 
forward to what’s coming. I’m going to kind of figure out what I can 
work on to prepare the best way for that.

“I know it’s close Sometimes from the outside you see a score and 
the result and you see missed cut, missed cut, but I think it’s so much 
more than that. It’s tough because in my head I see the missed cut as 
well. I just need to stay strong, stay positive and believe in myself. 
I know I have a great team around me, and a great family that’s 
supporting me.”

We all understand that golf can be a difficult pursuit, even when 
you’re good. There’s always the next shot, the next week. And you 
hope you can get on a roll, whether it’s for a day or whatever. The 
pursuit is never ending.

“I think it for sure took me awhile to understand what I had done,” 
Strom said. “I don’t think I quite understood it the day it happened. 
They were nice and sent the trophy all the way to Sweden. So I have 
the trophy at my parent’s house. That’s fun, considering my dad 
was here with me. It was kind of towards the middle of the summer 
(when it arrived). I was there, because we played some events in 
Europe. That was pretty cool. I grew up next to the golf course where 
I learned to play, and then have the trophy sent there. Just being 
in that environment, I think that’s when it sunk in, too. You know, 
show it to my coach and the members of my golf club, it was just 
very special.

“It makes me very happy to look back at photos (from that day).”

She was the third Swede to win this tournament, joining of course 
three-time champion Annika Sorenstam and Anna Nordqvist, the 
only back-to-back winner (2015-16). That’s pretty good company. 
And of course Sorenstam remains the only female golfer to card a 59.

“A lot of people come up (to me), they remember that I shot 60,” 
Strom said. “Looking back at that day, it’s not just the win but the 
fact that I shot 60 to win. And the comeback as well. So I feel like there 
were multiple things that happened that day. It’s great (that people 
remember). It’s always fun to get reminded. If you’re struggling, it’s 
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 just nice to hear sometimes that people know what you did. It’s a 
good confidence boost to hear it.

“That’s something I’m struggling with every now and then. Because 
I think a lot of times confidence obviously comes from results. (When 
you’re) missing the cuts by a shot, that can pretty much ruin your 
confidence. But then you can look at it another way where it’s like, 
‘Ok, I didn’t have a great week but I still only missed by a shot.’ Then 
you can try and convince yourself and turn it around into something 
positive. Which is hard, because that’s how we are as human beings. 
We’re being affected by the result. I came from missing a lot of cuts 
to all of a sudden I got a win.

“It’s hard. You have to really work hard to keep that confidence. 
Professional athletes will feel this. We are probably surrounded by 
the best players in the world and I tell myself that as well. Week in 
and week out, you put a lot of pressure on yourself to be at the top 
of your game. No one is going to be at the top week in and week out 
… Everyone out here knows how hard it is to win (even) one time. 
(Keeping) the confidence is hard. You have to work on it a lot and 
just convince yourself that you are good enough and you belong to 
be out here. It’s the same for everyone. That day, I was in the zone 
for sure.”

And if it can happen once, well, you never know.

“I just wanted to try and keep it going (that day), just see how low 
we could go,” she explained. “I remember my caddie telling me that 
he was thinking about having a chat with me but he kind of noticed 
that he didn’t need to. So he never really stepped in. He let me do my 
thing. Which was great.

“We kept our routine the same for every shot. I think he was kind of 
going between should I say something, do I not say anything.”

What it was, it worked. On an all-time level.

“Just don’t get ahead of yourself,” Strom emphasized. “That’s 
something that helped me a lot. You can’t affect whatever you did 
last hole, and also not going to know what you’re going to do in 
three holes, so you have to be in (the moment). If I miss a shot, OK, 
it happens. It happens to everyone. No one is going to hit every shot 
perfect.

“I know it probably sounds easier than what it is, but we (all) go 
through that kind of stuff. It’s easy to think ahead of like what hole 
is coming next. That’s probably what I did so good that final round. 
I did not think anything. All of sudden we were on 18 when. I had 
birdied 16, birdied 17, and then 18 probably got a little bit into my 
head. Hit a bad drive, but still managed to make birdie.”

Of course she did. It was her day, her moment. And that can never 

be taken away. So she will come back as the defending champ. This 
year, nobody else can say that.

“Obviously, haven’t been in this position before,” Strom said. “I’ll 
try and not putt too much pressure on myself. But obviously I know 
what I’m capable of doing on this golf course.”

And it’s a feeling that shouldn’t be going away anytime soon.

Tap-Ins: This is the 31st year that ShopRite is the title sponsor. That 
is by far the longest running for any title sponsor on the LPGA Tour. 
And this is the 37th edition. There was a three-year absence from 
2007-09. The tournament was held at Greate Bay in Somers Point 
from 1988-97. Acer continues to be the Presenting Sponsor, which 
also makes it one of the LPGA’s longest partnerships. World No. 1 
Nelly Korda has committed to play, as has No. 2 Jeeno Thitikul. This 
event has donated more than $40 million to charity, again making it 
easily the LPGA’s highest number. This year it’s projected to raise 
between $1.5 and $2 million to local and area communities. And 
many of those beneficiaries mainly depend on that assistance. And 
really, that’s what the week is supposed to be all about.

Cont. from page 13 



Early Summer 2025              Golf Pennsylvania - Golf Northeast                         15

Presented by
Presented by

June 6-8, 2025

TICKETS
ON SALE
NOW!

Seaview, A Dolce Hotel
Galloway, NJ 

ShopRiteLPGAClassic.com

A SHORE TRADITION

FREE ADMISSION FOR JUNIORS

HOSPITALITY TICKETS AVAILABLE
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Lehigh Country Club will host the annual stop on Champions Tour

Proceeds to benefit local charities, including the inaugural tourna-
ment’s primary beneficiaries, Valley Youth House and Eagles Au-
tism Foundation

ALLENTOWN, PA. – Today officials from Jefferson Health, the PGA 
TOUR Champions, and Lehigh Country Club announced a five-year 
partnership to host a new professional golf tournament: the Jefferson 
Lehigh Valley Classic, which will debut on the PGA TOUR Champi-

ons schedule in fall 2026.  The competition will be held annually at 
Lehigh Country Club in Allentown, Pennsylvania, and is expected to 
provide a $50 million boost to the local economy.
 The inaugural Jefferson Lehigh Valley Classic will be hosted the 
week of September 28, 2026 and will feature a field of 78 PGA TOUR 
Champions players, with legends of the game, including Stewart 
Cink, Ernie Els, Padraig Harrington, Bernhard Langer, and more.

 Proceeds will benefit local charities in Northeastern Pennsylvania 
and throughout the greater Philadelphia and Lehigh Valley regions, 
including the primary beneficiaries of the inaugural tournament, 
Valley Youth House and Eagles Autism Foundation.

 All three rounds of the Jefferson Lehigh Valley Classic will be tele-
vised on GOLF Channel, the exclusive cable-television partner of 
PGA TOUR Champions. Internationally, PGA TOUR Champions 
coverage is available in more than 170 countries and territories via 
22 media partners.

 HNS Sports Group, an Ohio- based event management LLC special-
izing in golf, will manage the event.

 Tournaments for Charity, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit entity, will serve as 
the tournament’s host organization.

 “We are thrilled to partner with Jefferson Health and bring PGA 

TOUR Champions golf to the Lehigh Valley,” said PGA TOUR 
Champions President Miller Brady. “Golf legends and World Golf 
Hall of Fame members will have an exceptional week of competi-
tion at a first-rate golf course in Lehigh Country Club. We’re excited 
to bring local golf enthusiasts an unforgettable experience and look 
forward to making a lasting, positive impact on the community for 
years to come."

 The tournament’s title sponsor, Jefferson Health, is one of the na-
tion’s largest nonprofit healthcare systems, and is committed to de-
livering exceptional clinical and compassionate care to patients in 
the Philadelphia region. Jefferson aims to reimagine health care and 
higher education to create unparalleled value in the greater Phila-
delphia region, Lehigh Valley and Northeastern Pennsylvania, and 
southern New Jersey.  More than 65,000 people strong, Jefferson is 
dedicated to providing high-quality, compassionate clinical care for 
patients; making our communities healthier and stronger; preparing 
tomorrow's professional leaders for 21st-century careers; and creat-
ing new knowledge through clinical and applied research. They are 
dedicated to training future health professionals and conducting re-
search to improve clinical care and offer a wide range of disciplines 
and programs designed to equip students with the knowledge and 
skills needed to excel in their respective fields. Through innovative 
teaching methods and hands-on training, they prepare future health-
care providers to meet the evolving needs of the community.

 “This is all about making a long-term, positive impact on the Lehigh 
Valley and the surrounding areas,” said Dr. Joe Cacchione, CEO of 
Jefferson.  “As we continue to integrate our two leading health sys-
tems, it’s important that we drive awareness and access to our un-
compromising care throughout the region.” 

 “While we don’t know which player is going to win the inaugu-
ral event, we already know that our charitable partners will be the 
real winners,” said Nick Ragone, Executive Vice President and Chief 
Marketing Officer for Jefferson. “We want the Jefferson Lehigh Val-
ley Classic to be among the most charitable and well-attended events 
on the PGA TOUR Champions schedule beginning in year one.”

 Lehigh Country Club is regarded as one of the top golf destinations 
not only in the Lehigh Valley, but in Pennsylvania, routinely being 
ranked among the top courses in the state. The club moved to its cur-
rent location in 1928, with the course designed by the renowned ar-
chitect William S. Flynn. The 206-acre site was previously farmland 
owned by the Kemmerer and Kline families and was purchased by 
a group of forty-two club members. The fairways at Lehigh Country 
Club are known for their masterful routing, featuring significant el-
evation changes.

 Valley Youth House is a catalyst for youth to achieve their desired 

 JEFFERSON LEHIGH VALLEY CLASSIC TO DEBUT
 ON PGA TOUR CHAMPIONS SCHEDULE IN 2026
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80925891

New MeMbers - cAll for 
speciAl rAtes -  570-675-4465

Play on a Truly Beautiful Course
  Situated in the picturesque hills around Dallas, PA, 
and with views of the Wyoming Valley, Irem Country 
Club was designed and developed in 1922 by A.W. 
Tillinghast, who became an inductee into the World 
Golf Hall of Fame in 2015.
  Tillinghast’s induction was the result of his many 
impressive North American course designs, including 
the Black Course at Bethpage State Park, Baltusrol 
Golf Club, Winged Foot Golf Club, and Aronimink 
Golf Club. Come see his creation at 70 Ridgway Drive.

ireM couNtry club 70 ridgwAy drive  | dAllAs, pA 18612

ireM couNtry club
Now AcceptiNg

2022 Membership Applications

        BUCK HILL GOLF CLUB 
    www.buckhillgolfclub.com 

Buck Hill Golf Club aspires to provide a playing 
experience that is timeless and notably pure.  

   Memberships Available   27 Holes     PGA Professionals    Full Amenities 

Call for daily rates 
570-595-7730
357 Golf Drive 

Buck Hill Falls, PA 18323 

FACEBOOK.COM/
BUCKHILLFALLS                                  

“TWEET” US 
@BuckHillFalls 

Directions: 25 minutes from Scranton and 
Wilkes-Barre From Route 81, Clark Summut exit, 

18 miles west on Route 6, Tunkhannock

MON. THRU THUR.
$35 cart and green fees
$29   After 1:00 pm
FRI. SAT. & SUN.
$40   cart and green fees
$35  1:00 - 3:00 pm
$30  After 3:00 pm

Accepting Reservations for Parties and Wedding Arrangements Now!
Enjoy Great Golf in 
the Endless Mountains
Northeast Pennsylvania’s most challenging 
and scenic golf course.

Call for tee times 

570-836-5108

or Book ONLINE!
www.stonehedge-golf.com

Before 1:00 pm

Before 1:00 pm

   MON.-FRI.
$25 Seniors

Ladies
Military

futures through genuine relationships that support families, ensure 
safe places, and build community connections. They partner with 
each young person they meet to help them create the best possible 
outcome for their unique situation.

 “We are deeply honored to be named beneficiary of the Jefferson 
Lehigh Valley Classic through this incredible partnership with 
Jefferson Health and Lehigh Valley Health Network. At Valley Youth 
House, we believe every young person deserves a safe place to call 
home and the opportunity to reach their full potential,” said Christina 
Schoemaker, Senior Vice President of Advancement for Valley 
Youth House. “This generous commitment will help us continue to 
provide critical support, housing, and resources to young people 
in our community. We’re grateful to work alongside organizations 
who share our dedication to caring for our community and building 
healthy futures for all.”

 On the field, the Philadelphia Eagles are united by one objective: 
victory. Off the field, the team is drawn together by an even larger 
goal: taking action for autism through the Eagles Autism Foundation. 
The Foundation’s biggest strength is bringing people together through 
research, advocacy, empathy, and unity. Together, the Eagles Autism 
Foundation is making an impact that echoes around the globe.

 “The Eagles Autism Foundation is proud to be recognized as one of 

the beneficiaries of the inaugural Jefferson Lehigh Valley Classic,” 
said Ryan Hammond, Executive Director, Eagles Autism Foundation. 
“We are grateful to collaborate with like-minded organizations like 
Jefferson Health, that continue to serve under-represented communities 
including those on the autism spectrum. 100% of this generous donation 
from Jefferson Health will help fund innovative autism research and 
care programs, making a transformational impact in our Eagles autism 
community.”
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WILKES-BARRE 
GOLF CLUB

1001 FAIRWAY DR.
WILKES-BARRE, PA

Weekday: - Cart & Green Fee $30
Weekends: - Cart & Green Fee

CALL AHEAD FOR TEE TIMES
570-472-3590 

TWILIGHT
WeekDay  $20    WeekEnd  $25

$35
   Seniors Mon.-Fri. $25

Carriage Stop PLAZA
2500 East End Blvd. • Wilkes Barre, PA 18702 

Next to Holiday Inn. 570 822 2126

Sunoco gas, Lottery, Co� ee and breakfast. 
Pizza, Hot & Cold Sandwiches, Hot wings and 
Much More Check out our Beer Store & Bar 

We have Wine, a 
Wide Variety of beer 
to enjoy at the bar or 

To Go

Free for Golfers
get Co� ee 

and a Donut
with $10 purchase

  

PRESENT A  ROOM KEY FOR A 10%  DISCOUNT AVAILABLE  AT ALL THREE  RESTAURANTS  • EXCLUDING ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

2

Open 7 Days a Week for Lunch & Dinner
20 South Lake Drive, Lake Harmony, PA 18624

Waterfront Dining at its Best!

All Major Credit Cards 
Accepted

Seafood • Steaks • Appetizers
Pizza • Sandwiches

FOR RESERVATIONS AND DIRECTIONS CALL 570-722-2500

Visit Our Gift Shop
$8 Bar Menu Sun. - Fri. 5-7 pm

Outdoor Dining • Patio Bar
H LIVE ENTERTAINMENT H

H FRI - SAT - SUN H

All Major Credit Cards 

3
All Major Credit 
Cards Accepted

244 Lake Harmony Road, Lake Harmony, PA 18624
570-722-3990

SUN.-THURS. 4 - 9:30 pm • FRI. & SAT. 4 pm - 10:30 pm • Closed Monday

CHILDREN’S MENURESERVATIONS SUGGESTED

Traditional New York Style Steakhouse
Weekend Dinner Specials & Prime Rib

~ Outstanding Wine List ~

FINE DINING IN A CASUAL ATMOSPHERE!

Thurs.
Taste of Italy

Monthly
Women & Wine
Second Weds.

Monthly
Men’s Night
Fourth Weds.

Eventually Everyone Shows Up At

For INForMATIoN & DIrecTIoNs: 570-722-1100

Open for Dinner 7 Days a Week 4 pm-11 pm
(Friday, Saturday until 12 midnight)
Lunch Weekends and Holidays 

Steaks • Seafood • Chicken
Salads • Pasta

Monday: Steak Night
Tues: ½ Price Appetizers

Weds: Wing Night
Thurs: ½ Price Burgers

1
286 Lake Harmony Rd., Lake Harmony, PA 18624

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

 KARAOKE
Sing-A-Long

Every Fri & Sat Night

Boomers
Happy Hour!
Friday 6 - 8pm

   SHENANIGANS
FOOD • FUN • SPORTS

PocoNos #1 DANce cLUB

Boomers  

www.shenaniganslh.com

www.nickslakehouse.com

www.louiesprime.com
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           Golf Northeast
  www.golfpa-golfne.com
 Don Allan --
      Publisher

  PO Box 573
  Lake Harmony, PA
                      18624
  For advertising rates
  Contact: 

  570-881-6458

   Golf Pennsylvania

W e l c o m e  G o l f e r s

Route 115, 1 Mile South of I-80, Blakeslee, PA
Direct Satellite TV • NFL & College Game Plan

(570) 646-2813
www.murphy'sloft.com

Breakfast
Sat. & Sun.

DAILY LUNCH &
DINNER SPECIALS

Plus Children's Menu
FAMILY RESTAURANT

Thursday “A Pocono Tradition”
8 oz. Strip Steak Special $14.95

Outside Bar, Deck and Heated Pool
Rooms Available at our 

Recently Renovated Motel
Call for Golf and Stay Packages

 

 

To Reserve a Tee Time  

Call 570-788-5845 Ext. 1 

10 Clubhouse Drive Drums, PA 18222 
www.sandspringsgolf.com 

  

Must Present Ad for Discount Must Present Ad for Discount NEPA Golf 2021 NEPA Golf 2021 

 
18 Holes with cart  &  
         Lunch Included 

Monday—Friday Non Holiday 

     Must Present Coupon to Receive Offer              NEPA Golf 2021 

 

22 Edgewood Lane Drums, PA 18222 

www.edgewoodpa.com 

 

 

Must Present Ad for Discount 

 

Must Present Ad for Discount NEPA Golf 2021 NEPA Golf 2021 

Bath, PA • 610-837-9626

PGA Head Professional
Brad Paukovits provides

expert instruction for golfers
of all ability levels

$4100 greens fee with cart
after 1p.m., 7 days a week

NEW RATE
VIP CARD 

AVAILABLE

www.whitetailgolfclub.com

Carts Equipped with GPS Systems for accurate 
distances and more enjoyable rounds
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260 Country Club Drive, Mountaintop

(570) 868-GOLF
www.blueridgetrail.com

Senior Day -Mon-Thurs $2
Ladies Day Thursday $2
Weekends After 1 p.m. $36

GPS CART INCLUDED

27Unique Holes...
ONE BREATHTAKING COURSE!

All Carts Equipped with
our GPS System.

Senior  Day -Mon-Fri                $34
Ladies  Day  Thursday            $34
Weekends  After 12:30 p.m. $38
           GPS CART INCLUDED

www.OldeHomesteadGolfClub.com

610-298-GOLF (4653) 

•18 Hole Championship Course
•9 Hole Par 3 Course•Driving Range

• FootGolf •Golf Instruction
• Group Outings/Tournaments

• Weddings/Events
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Join Seaview and Experience Troon Golf on 
Two of the Most Historic Courses in New Jersey 

Year Round with One Upfront Membership Payment.

Alex McGann• Director of Golf • Stockton Seaview Hotel and Golf Club
Managed by Troon Golf® • www.troongolf.com

Got Cart Fee’s?  We Don’t

  
Call us at 609-748-7680 now to 

learn about our membership offerings.”

Sam Snead

Play where: The ShopRite LPGA Classic Calls Home, 
And where: Sam Snead Won His First Major 

 without paying for carts. 
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U.S. Amateur Four-Ball at Plainfield C.C.
EDISON, N.J. – Dan Walters, a native of Lancaster now living in 
Winston-Salem, N.C., loves the golf courses of the Northeast.

“I like bent/poa greens, bent fairways, rye fairways, and rye rough,” 
said the former Wake Forest assistant coach. “It feels like home.”

Walters, 40, who has played in two U.S. 
Mid-Amateurs, qualified both times on 
Pennsylvania courses (Carlisle C.C. in 2021 
and Wyncote G.C. in 2021).

“When I qualified for my second U.S. Amateur 
in 2015 at Cherry Hills, I went to New Jersey 
to qualify,” he said. Walters played in his first 
USGA championship at the U.S. Amateur at 
Merion Golf Club in
2005.

Combine Walters’ golf course preferences 

and a strong partner, and it wasn’t surprising in the changing spring 
weather conditions and the challenging course set-up at the 10th U.S. 
Amateur Four-Ball Championship at Plainfield Country Club in central 
New Jersey, that Walters and Evan Beck, the 2024 U.S. Mid-Amateur 
champion, flourished.

At the timeless classic Donald Ross-design, Walters, a former associate 
head coach at Wake Forest and his four-time partner Beck, 34, of Virginia 
Beach, Va., a Wake All-American, advanced to the championship match 
against a pair of teenagers and U.S. National Junior Team members 
Will Hartman (18) and Tyler Mawhinney (17) who are both headed to 
Vanderbilt for college golf.

The youngsters prevailed, 3 and 1, in the final match.

“Yeah, it was challenging, there's no question about it,” Walters said. 
“It felt like Scotland or Ireland or something. I'm not exactly aware of 
their record, but they played some great golf today. I think as Evan said, 
they hit some better shots in the last six, eight holes, and obviously we 
were 1-up through nine. We got beat on the back nine. Hats off to them. 
It was wonderful to be in this situation, and hopefully, we can be there 
again.”

Previously, Walters and Beck had advanced to the semifinals at the 2022 
U.S. Four-Ball but dropped a 2-and-1 decision to Drew Stoltz and Drew 
Kittleson.

In the quarterfinals, Walters and Beck defeated a pair of Wake Forest 
alums, Chad Wilfong and Davis Womble, who was Walters’ first recruit 
in his Wake coaching tenure.

A two-time first-team All-American at Rollins College and a 2016 
inductee into the school’s athletic Hall of Fame, Walters honed his game 

under the tutelage of well-regarded teacher Ted Sheftic and at Meadia 
Heights Country Club. 

He played for Hempfield High School. His father, Skip, was the golf 
coach at Manheim Township High School for 31 years, where his teams 

won a slew of district titles and individuals 
included 1987 PIAA champion and 2003 
U.S. Open champion Jim Furyk. The elder 
Walters still works as an administrator for 
golf tournaments.

“I coached against my son for four years and 
we couldn’t beat Hempfield in those days,” 
Skip Walters said.

In his youth, Walters won three Lancaster 
County Opens and one Lancaster County 
Amateur. 

He also finished fourth at the 2008 Pennsylvania Open as the low 
professional, taking home the winner’s check because Mike Van Sickle, 
the winner, and Nathan Smith and Robert Galbreath, the co-runners-up, 
were amateurs. He ended his professional career in 2008 and coached at 
Wake Forest from 2009-2018.

Now working in the paper and packaging industry, Walters keeps his 
game in shape around the schedules of his wife and two active sons. He 
won the 2021 North Carolina Mid-Amateur.

His friendship with Beck, who was the runner-up at the U.S. 
Junior Amateur in 2008 and defeated Jordan Spieth en route to the 
championship, began in Beck’s first year at Wake.

“My freshman year was his first year as the assistant coach,” Beck said. 
“We met my first day of school. It’s worked out really great. He’s a great 
friend and has been for a lot of years.”

Walters directs his success at the Four-Ball to his partner.

“I am fortunate to be partnered with the best player in the field,” Walters 
said of Beck. “That’s not a bad thing.”

Walters believes his partner is also destined for more success – the USA 
Walker Cup team which will meet Great Britain and Ireland at Cypress 
Point in September.

“He's going to be on the Walker Cup, and he should be,” Walters 
predicted. “And I look forward to watching him play at Cypress.”

No doubt, Arnold Palmer, another Wake Forest product from 
Pennsylvania, will be looking on proudly.

Beck and Walters in quarterfinals  photo Simon Bruty USGA



Early Summer 2025                  Golf Pennsylvania - Golf Northeast               21

Wemberly Hills Golf Club’s David Mecca, the 2023 Middle-Amateur 
Champion, joined forces with Cory Calvert of Country Club of 
Scranton to capture the 16th Modified Stableford (par 72, 6,358 
yards).

                                  Dave Mecca & Cory Calvert

The team posted 43 points to break a three-way tie at 40 points. It is 
the first Modified Stableford title for the Mecca and Calvert team.

In the Senior Division (par 72, 5,998 yards), reigning GAP/AGA 
Senior Player of the Year Ken Bolcavage and 2023 honoree Mark 
Bartkowski edged two teams by a point for the top spot. Bolcavage, 
an Elkview Country Club member, and Bartkowski, who hails from 
Pocono Farms Country Club, posted 39 points.

In the Super-Senior Division (par 72, 5,333 yards), Emanon Country 
Club’s Len Coleman and Nittany Country Club’s Vince Scarpetta 
posted 41 points. A Coleman birdie on No. 18 (par 4, 338 yards) 
allowed the team to squeeze past Wyoming Valley Country Club’s 
Joseph Weiscarger and Charles Brand of the host club.

The Modified Stableford Tournament is a better-ball-of-partners 
event. 

Stableford Tourney held at Huntsville
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A Jack Nicklaus Signature Course 

 Enjoy casual fare at Jack’s Pub and stately dining in 
the Legacy Dining Room. 

 
 The perfect setting to host your wedding, next special 

event or golf outing.  
 
 New Member Preferred Pricing at 35% off first year of 

membership, 15% second year of membership, 
waived initiation fee and a wide array of benefits at 
Great Bear Golf Club and at Shawnee Inn and Golf 
Resort! 

 
Call 570-223-2000 for more information! 

Visit our semi-private golf club, with something for everyone! 

info@greatbeargc.com | www.greatbeargc.com | One Great Bear Court, East Stroudsburg, PA 18302 | 570-223-2000 gbgolf@browngolf.net  / www.golfgreatbear.com  / One Great Bear Court, East Stroudsburg, PA 18302  / 570-223-2000
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$309  PER  
MONTH $269  PER  

MONTH

$369  PER  
MONTH

24  MONTHS $2,919  DUE AT SIGNING 
AFTER ALL OFFERS³ 24  MONTHS $3,069  DUE AT SIGNING 

AFTER ALL OFFERS⁴

24  MONTHS $3,079  DUE AT SIGNING 
AFTER ALL OFFERS²

Ultra-low mileage lease example for current qualified competitive lessees  
with a current eligible lease

Ultra-low mileage lease example for qualified GM employees, retirees and 
eligible family members with a current eligible lease

Ultra-low mileage lease example for qualified lessees with a current eligible lease

Ultra-low mileage lease example. Tax, title and license fees extra.  
No security deposit required. Mileage charge of $.25/mile over 20,000 miles.

Ultra-low mileage lease example. Tax, title and license fees extra.  
No security deposit required. Mileage charge of $.25/mile over 20,000 miles.

Ultra-low mileage lease example. Tax, title and license fees extra.  
No security deposit required. Mileage charge of $.25/mile over 20,000 miles.

$0 Acquisition fee ($695 value) $0 Acquisition fee ($695 value) 

$0 Acquisition fee ($695 value) 

2024 Equinox EV 2RS eFWD

$409  PER  
MONTH

36  MONTHS $3,069  
 
DUE AT SIGNING¹

Ultra-low mileage lease example for qualified lessees

Ultra-low mileage lease example. Tax, title and license fees extra.  
No security deposit required. Mileage charge of $.25/mile over 30,000 miles.

$0 Acquisition fee ($695 value) 

All Super Cruise®⁵ equipped vehicles include 3 years of 
connectivity to support functionality, after which an  
OnStar Services⁶ plan must be purchased.

The First-Ever All-Electric Equinox EV

2025 Equinox EV 2RS eFWD
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continued on page 25 

by Mike Kern

Sepp Straka acknowledges that he’s not the world’s best when 
it comes to hitting shots out of fairway bunkers. But after what 
happened on Mother’s Day at 
Flourtown’s Philadelphia Cricket 
Club, he may have to rethink that.

The first Austrian to ever win on 
the PGA Tour, who just turned 
32, hit his drive into a sand trap 
to the left of the fairway on the 
par-4 72nd hole of the Truist 
Championship. That left him 
with just over 200 yards to the 
pin, holding a 1-stroke lead over 
final-group playing partner Shane 
Lowry, your 2019 British Open 
champion, whom he had started 
the closing round tied with. Not 
to worry. Because from there he 
knocked a 4 iron onto the front 
of the green and watched it roll 
about 30 feet past the flagstick. He 
would get down in two, leaving 
himself just a short one for the victory, while Lowry, needing to 
make to have any chance, 3-putted long from about 25 feet right of 
the cup to finish in a tie with JustinB Thomas, two back. Nothing to 
it, right?

“The drive was not a terrible drive, but the wind was a little bit off to 
the right and just turned it over a little too much,” Straka explained, 
after winning for the second time this season (also the American 
Express in January) and fourth time since 2022. “I was just hoping 
for a good lie walking down there, and I got that. We had I think 
about 212. I can’t remember exactly. My fairway bunker game has 
historically been pretty bad. This week it’s been really good. I was 
able to kind of capitalize on that and make good contact.

“Yeah, it was one of the better shots I hit all week.”

You think?

He closed with a 2-under par 68, for a total of 16-under 264. When he 
won his first PGA title three years earlier, he’d beaten Lowry by one. 
Lowry is still looking for his first individual title outside of the DP 
Tour since that major victory at Royal Portrush, where the Open will 
again be held this July. Thomas, who got within one heading to the 
15th before missing two short putts that took him out of contention, 
had just won in April the week after the Masters for his first trophy 
since the 2022 PGA. Straka had taken the lead on the front nine but 
gave it back with bogeys at 10 and 11. He went in front for good 

when Lowry bogeyed the par-3 16th after missing the green left, just 
as Thomas had done before them.

Straka admitted he was nervous leading up to the last round.

“It was just hard to eat,” he said 
immediately afterward. “I felt 
kind of nauseous. I just had to 
fight through it. (Even now) I can’t 
feel my arms or legs … I hit a lot 
of really good shots. But I made 
way too many mistakes (as well).

“It’s not the best ball striking 
week I’ve had. Off the tee the first 
two days, I hit it terrible. I felt 
like I had the high odds going 
out with the driver the second 
round. Made a little bit of, kind of 
a tweak, with my takeaway. Just 
a little sequence thing. From then 
on, striking it really well.

“Iron play was decent. I wouldn’t 
say it was great, but the putter 

was just excellent this week. I didn’t miss above the hole very often, 
and was able to kind of take advantage of that. Made a lot of mid-
range putts, and that’s something you have to do when you want to 
win a golf tournament.”

The Truist, formerly the Wells Fargo, moved here this year for one 
year because the PGA was being played the following week at the 
tournament’s usual home, Quail Hollow in Charlotte, N.C.

“I like the routing a lot,” Straka said, of the highly-regarded 
Wissahickon course. “I love the way it finishes naturally. I thought 
they did a really good job (of setting it up). There was a little more 
room for infrastructure, which probably helped. It’s a really cool 
place.

“I think it was fun to play it in kind of four different (weather) 
conditions. The first day being very benign and then kind of the rain, 
the the wind, and then today it started getting a little firmer but not 
quite as much wind. It kind of made you think a lot, especially teeing 
off.”

On Thursday, Keith Mitchell, playing on a sponsor’s exemption, had 
shot 61. But the rest of the week was more, well, normal, so to speak. 
Which led to a wonderful finish.

Straka, by the way, was without his regular caddie, who had suffered 
a back injury the previous week. So he used a friend whom he plays 

SEPP STRAKA FIRST AUSTRIAN TO WIN ON PGA TOUR
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with a lot. It obviously worked out. The same thing had happened to 
Thomas, by the way, when he won a few weeks earlier. Go figure.

“I was pretty comfortable being beside him,” Straka said. “It was a 
lot of fun having him on the bag, really. I’m just really grateful for 
those two guys. Dewey (Mathers) has been here all week supporting 
us. He was also there to hug me on the 18th green. Just really, really 
thankful.”

Being a Georgia Bulldog, Straka said it felt even better to have won 
in a place where the recently-crowned Super Bowl champs have so 
many Bulldogs on their top-ranked defense.
“It was incredible, awesome,” he emphasized. “You always hear about 
Philly sports fans, and it really is true. They get into it. They were 
out there during the practice rounds all the way through the end on 
Sunday. You could really feel that everybody was happy to have the 
event here. It made it so much fun to play in front of those fans.

“I rooted for the Eagles a little bit last year, because (of the college 
connection). Every time I heard a ‘Go Birds,’ it was kind of fun to hear 
that. It was an experience to play in front of them. I think maybe next 
year the PGA (Championship) is coming back here (to Aronimink, in 
Newtown Square), so I’m really looking forward to that opportunity.”

It’s been some ride/journey, considering that his brother was actually 
more heavily recruited than him. And now he finds himself near the 
top of the world rankings.

“Junior golf, I wasn’t all that good,” he recounted. “I definitely had 
some talent. I could hit the golf ball fairly well, but very rough around 
the edges. At Georgia, I just felt like I kept getting better. Had a quick 
bout with the chipping yips my junior year and redshirted, but other 
than that … After I graduated, same thing. I just kept trying to improve 
my golf game regardless of where I was compared to other people in 
my class because my high school class was pretty stacked. A lot of 
guys ended up finishing early and going onto the PGA Tour, and I 

was definitely not one of those.

“I just hoped that at the end of it, I was good enough to play out here 
… The big thing was switching to John Tillery as my swing coach. Just 
the stuff we worked on. Once I started working with him, my iron 
play got really good. It just kind of naturally happened. I felt if I could 
just get the ball on the fairway, I could take advantage of that with my 
iron game. It wasn’t like a crazy switch. But yeah, I’ve been able to hit 
a lot fairways in the last couple of years.”

And even sometimes when he doesn’t, he can still make it work.

“I was able to be a bit more agressive off the tee the last two days,” 
Straka explained. “I felt like I did a really good job of taking every 
shot for what it is. I looked at the leaderboards, but I didn’t really 
pay too much attention. I knew, if I executed, that I’d have a chance. 
Fortunately, I was able to kind of keep centered and keep trying to just 
execute. Those two bogeys (to start the final nine) were pretty tough. 
I was in a pretty good spot there going into the back nine. The three-
putt on 10 was kind of up against the collar. So it was kind of a tough 
lag putt.

“After that, I just told myself to keep at it. Fortunately, that was good 
enough. (Lowry) is one of my favorite people to play with. He’s a 
fiery competitor, and a good friend as well (and potential Ryder Cup 
teammate for the Europeans). So it was fun to hear support for him 
(from the many Irish fans in the gallery). It was really fun battling with 
him. I’m just grateful.”

And how about what the week meant for Philly Cricket, which didn’t 
even find out it would be hosting until a little over a year before?

“I would say probably two things resonate most with me,” offered 
Jim Smith Jr., the club’s longtime Director of Golf and COO. “One, 
I got so much joy out of seeing the joy of the other people while the 
tournament was going on. I’m talking mainly about the members. 

continued on page 26 
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There was a lot of pride. They were coming up to me saying they 
were getting texts and emails from all over the world. It’s really cool 
to see them be so appreciative and happy.

“And Part B, I’m really proud of Philadelphia, the community. I 
feel like Philly came out in force and supported the event. It wasn’t 
just the Cricket Club that got the spotlight. The whole area, the 
whole region did. I just think the whole town just ate it up. We 
have a reputation for having tough fans, but I just kept hearing how 
wonderful everyone was.

“To see how impactful it all was, and the 
overall response, it was almost like ‘Oh 
my God.’ The merchandise tent was sold 
out by Friday. They told me that’s the first 
time that’s happened on the Tour. They 
had to order more stuff for Saturday. How 
crazy is that?”

Nobody ever doubts that Philly will 
support what it perceives to be a big-time 
event. And as Smith noted, it didn’t hurt 
that the Eagles were in a
down time, the Phillies were still early in the season and the two 
winter pro teams weren’t in the playoffs. Not that the drawing 
power of one of the PGA’s signature events needed much in the way 
of help. All of the top players except Scottie Scheffler, who had taken 
off after winning the week before in Houston, where he was the 
defending champ, were here. That of course included just-crowned 
Masters champ and career grand-slam winner Rory McIlroy and 
Xander Schauffele, who won two majors in 2024.

“I mean, we had this drop in our laps,” Smith said. “A lot of it came 
down to the circumstances. It was the right event at the right time. 
The success we had, and I know the success that Aronimink is going 
to have next year with the PGA, is going to cause a lot of smart and 
influential people to look at Philadelphia as a great (golf) market. 
At the end of the day, though, everything has to come together. You 
have to have a sponsors. And these days, it’s big numbers and a big 
commitment you’re talking about. That’s just the reality of what has 

to happen.

“But it was nice that we could have this, 
and not be competing with any of the other 
sports in town, and get all of the eyeballs in 
golf on us. There’s not too many places that 
ever get to say that. And the great thing that I 
learned was, and I wasn’t surprised by it, was 
the players are good guys. They’re not just 
extremely good golfers. They were wonderful 
to the staff, and showed as much appreciation 
for being here as we tried to show them.”

A win-win. Can’t get much better than that. 
And the course showed it could handle the best players on the planet. 
How’s that for a nice bonus? And the best thing is, Philly will get to 
do it all over again next year. Not to mention 2030, when the U.S. 
Open returns to Merion. Maybe we’re just luckier than we think Or 
just pretty worthy too. See you at Aronimink. Straka will be there. 
And he will always have that close-out bunker shot at Cricket. Goes 
well with the trophy.

continued from page 25 

Keith Mitchell blast out while shooting 61

SHAWNEE INN & GOLF RESORT’S BRIAN BERGSTOL, PGA, 
COMPETES IN 2025 PGA CHAMPIONSHIP

By Matt Frey
Lower Gwynedd Township, Pa. (April 30, 2025) — PGA of America 
Golf Professional Brian Bergstol of Shawnee Inn & Golf Resort in 
Shawnee on Delaware, Pa., has secured his place on the Corebridge 
Financial PGA Team, and will compete in 
the 2025 PGA Championship, May 12-18, 
at Quail Hollow Club in Charlotte, N.C.; 
it will be his second major championship 
appearance (2008 U.S. Open).

Bergstol qualified as a result of his 
impressive play this year’s PGA 
Professional Championship at PGA Golf 
Club in Port St. Lucie, Fla. He carded 
rounds of 69-69-73-72–283, 4-under-par. 
To view the full leaderboard, click here.

Corebridge Financial broadened its partnership with the PGA of 
America to include the title sponsorship of the Corebridge Financial 

PGA Team at the PGA Championship, Senior PGA Championship and 
KPMG Women’s PGA Championship. For the PGA Championship, 
the team consists of talented PGA Professionals from across the count

Bergstol was part of a 15-player-
strong contingent representing the 
Philadelphia PGA Section in the 2025 
PGA Professional Championship. 
The group also included: Trevor 
Bensel, Sandy Run C.C.; Joanna 
Coe, Merion G.C.; Rusty Harbold, 
Philadelphia Cricket Club; Jeff 
Herb, Waynesborough C.C.; Terry 
Hertzog, Bent Creek C.C.; Michael 
Meisenzahl, Tavistock C.C.; Zac 

Oakley, Bidermann G.C.; Dave Pagett, Whitemarsh C.C.; Tony Perla, 
Huntingdon Valley C.C.; Dave Quinn, Laurel Creek C.C. Braden 
Shattuck, Rolling Green G.C.; Billy Stewart, Union League Liberty 
Hill; Andrew Turner, C.C. of York, and Brett Walker, Chester Valley 
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Bob Simons, a former GAP/AGA Committee member (2007-12) and 
longtime Honesdale Golf Club member, died April 20. He was 76.

“Bob Simons was an absolute pillar of the golf community here in 
Northeast Pennsylvania, from coaching at Wallenpaupack High School to 
bringing new players into the game with his summer clinics at Honesdale. 
He has mentored so many young people,” Patrick Lloyd, GAP Director of 
Northeast Operations, said.

Simons served as the Wallenpaupack Area High School golf coach for 54 
years. He amassed a 682–239–23 record that included four Wayne County 
League championships, six Lackawanna League championships, two 
District 2 and eight District 12 team titles.

Simons is the state’s winningest golf coach at the high school level. 

“Pennsylvania golf lost a legend. No one was more committed to the game, 
to juniors. In our area, he was not only a great player and supporter, but his 
coaching was unmatched,” John Pillar, Sr., Director of Golf at Woodloch 
Springs, said. “I wouldn’t call him the greatest teacher, but he knew enough 
to get you back on track, get through the season, get through a round. 
He volunteered his time relentlessly to driving kids all over the place: to 
practices, to events all over the state. We don’t know the lives of juniors 
and what goes on behind the scenes. But I’d be willing to bet the moments 
and memories that he had with them were probably the best moments of 
their lives when they were young.”

Pillar is among a conga line of student athletes that evolved under Simons’ 
leadership at Wallenpaupack Area High School. His sons — John, Jr., Kyle 
and Alex — also learned from Simons.

“He was a wonderful mentor to me. Truth is I started golf late in high 
school. He was my first coach. He’s still my coach even in his passing,” 
John Pillar, Sr., 57, of Hawley, Pa., said. “The reality is I wouldn’t be where 
I’m at had he not given me an opportunity to get into the business of golf. 
He offered me an opportunity to work at Fernwood Resort through one 
of his former players, Bruce Hooper. I was at a time in my life when I 
wasn’t making good decisions, destination unknown. The moment I said 
yes to that opportunity, here we stand. He saved my life and gave me an 
opportunity to prosper in golf.”

“You mention golf [in this region], and Bob Simons name always came 
up. He not only mentored student athletes, but also a lot of coaches,” 
Greg Kopich, who served alongside Simons as an assistant golf coach at 
Wallenpaupack for 17 years, added. “He gave more time than anybody I 
know. He had a lot of patience, never a bad thing to say. He will be sorely 
missed.”

Simons started as a caddie at Honesdale, a place that immediately gripped 
his golf heart.

“Honesdale is where he grew up playing the game. He loved Honesdale 
Golf Club,” Greg Wall, 73, of Clarks Summit, Pa., said. “It’s no surprise 
how special that place was to him. It’s what shaped his whole life I think.”

Wall, son of Art Wall, Jr., grew up playing golf alongside Simons at 

Honesdale. As did Irv Williams, who graduated Honesdale High School 
with Simons in 1966. The two became lifelong friends.

“We just got along like two peas in a pod. Never had one bad word,” 
Williams, 77, of Honesdale, Pa., said. “This really knocked me on my butt. 
It really bothers me.”

Simons attended Bloomsburg University and represented its golf 
team. He twice competed in the Pennsylvania State Athletic Conference 
Championships and, in his senior year, competed in the NAIA Tournament 
in Texas. Upon his graduation in 1970, Simons started in the Wallenpaupack 
Area School District, where he worked for the next 35 years — 25 as a sixth-
grade teacher and 10 as a disciplinarian — before retiring in 2005.

Coaching golf combined Simons’ life passions: the game and its next 
generation.

“He loved the kids who were playing for him as much as they loved him. 
He totally enjoyed it,” Wall, Pocono Manor’s golf professional, said. “If you 
knew Bob as a coach or as a friend, you were very fortunate.”

“He’s done so many things for kids that you can’t even begin to imagine. 
A lot of the kids he coached are great human beings today. He taught them 
how to live,” Williams, also a Honesdale Golf Club member, added. “He 
did a lot for the community. He put clinics on for young kids in July at 
Honesdale. He dedicated his life to children.”

Simons, affectionately known as “Si,” won the Positive Coaching Alliance 
Double-Goal Coach Award presented by TeamSnap in 2018. The award 
distinguishes coaches who strive to win while also pursuing the goal of 
teaching life lessons through sports. In 2021, Simons received the Joseph M. 
Butler Memorial Award in recognition of his contribution and services to 
high school athletes. He is a Luzerne County Sports Hall of Fame inductee.

Simons, a seven-time men’s club champion at Honesdale (1971-73, 1976-78, 
1995), served on the club’s Board of Directors, on and off, for half a century. 
He represented Honesdale on the Anthracite Golf Committee following 
the passing of Walter Markowski and John Anabelle.

“Incredible human being. He always had Honesdale Golf Club in his 
heart,” Dan Pahls, Honesdale President, 57, of Honesdale, Pa., said. “Jack 
Nicklaus was always The Bear, but there was only one Arnie. I don’t think 
they’ll ever be another Arnold Palmer. I don’t think they’ll ever be another 
Bob Simons.”

IN MEMORIAM: BOB SIMONS
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3777 Dogwood Rd. 
Danielsville, PA 18038 

610.760.2777 
www.woodstonegolf.com 

Stay at the Lodge and become a  
Woodstone “Member for the day”. 
The ideal place to host your next      
business meeting or golf  outing. 

Come Experience Championship Golf on a 
Course You Will Never Forget.

www.arcadianshoresgolf.com  •  843-449-5217

In a ranking by The Sun News, golf experts 
voted two holes, #2 and #13, as part of the 

“Dream 18,” a compilation of the best 18 
holes on the beach Arcadian Shores Golf Club in Myrtle Beach, 

South Carolina was designed by renowned 
golf course architect Rees Jones. 
Arcadian Shores was Jones’ first solo proj-
ect and combines enticing lakes, tree-lined 
fairways, large bunkers, and some distinc-
tive contouring to present the ultimate golf 
challenge for golfers of all levels of experi-
ence.
At just over 6800 yards from the tips with 
a rating of 73.2 and a slope of 137, Arcadian 
Shores can provide the best combination of 
challenge and fun for even the low handi-
capper. Choose the right tee box suited for 
your level of play, and take on Arcadian 
Shores for a round you will not forget.

New Clubhouse
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Philadelphia PGA Section
Scoreboard

by Matt Frey
Fleetwood, Pa. (May 15, 2025) — Moselem Springs Golf Club, in 
collaboration with Berkleigh Golf Club, is proud to announce the 
return of the GALV Reading Open, an iconic professional tournament 
that was a regular PGA Tour stop in the 1940s and 1950s, previously 
held at storied venues such as Berkshire Country Club and Reading 
Country Club. With past champions including legends like Sam 
Snead and Ben Hogan, the tournament is being reimagined for a new 
generation of PGA of America Golf Professionals, while honoring its 
prestigious roots.

The 2025 GALV Reading Open is scheduled on July 7-8, with rounds 
played at both Berkleigh Golf Club and Moselem Springs Golf Club. 
The final round will be hosted at Moselem Springs, showcasing 
top PGA Professionals from golf facilities across the region, and 
delivering elite-level competition to the heart of Berks County. The 
tournament is a Rolex / Haverford Trust Company Philadelphia 
PGA Player of the Year event.

“We are thrilled to bring back an important piece of Pennsylvania 

golf history,” said Moselem Springs Golf Club General Manager 
Chris Walton. “Our partnership with Berkleigh, the Philadelphia 
PGA Section, and the Golf Association of Lehigh Valley, sets the 
stage to envision and create a new future for the Reading Open.”

The event is designed with the community in mind: spectator 
admission is free, and photography is permitted. Organizers are 
inviting local businesses and individuals to get involved as partners 
to help support the event’s revival and future growth.

MOSELEM SPRINGS, BERKLEIGH REVIVE GALV READING OPEN

182 LAKE ROAD, TOBYHANNA, PA  |  POCONOFARMS.COM/GOLF

CONTACT OUR PGA PROFESSIONAL KYLE MONAHAN
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT OUTINGS & MEMBERSHIPS

570.894.4435 EXT. 110 - OR - KMONO@PGA.COM

POCONO FARMS COUNTRY CLUB
GREAT SERVICES, BEAUTIFUL AMENITIES AND

EXCELLENT RATES FOR MEMBERSHIPS & OUTINGS!

20 MINUTES FROM SCRANTON & STROUDSBURG

LOOKING FOR THELOOKING FOR THE
PERFECT COURSE TOPERFECT COURSE TO

HOST YOUR NEXTHOST YOUR NEXT
GOLF OUTING?GOLF OUTING?
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PAUPAck 
HILLS 

The Golf Course of Lake Wallenpaupack 
Tom Fazio Designed Championship Golf Course 
With Spectacular Views of Lake Wallenpaupack 

A POCONO MOUNTAINS DESTINATION! 
• VACATION RENTALS• SHUTTLE SERVICES & MORE! 

----------------�--• 
I 
I 
I 
I 

$15 OFF 
1 Full Price Round - 18 Holes 
I 
I WITH THIS COUPON 

ONE COUPON PER PERSON 
NOT VALID WITH OTHER DISCOUNTS 

---------------

www.paupackhills.com • 570.857.0251 • 
125 Country Club Road Greentown PA 

www.golfpaupack.com  570-776-8016



Early Summer 2025              Golf Pennsylvania - Golf Northeast                  31Spring 2020 Go l f Pe n n s y lva n i a ~ Go l f no rt h e a s t  31

The conversion of all 27 greens to MiniVerde bermuda has elevated 
the quality of the course to an exceptional level.

Because of this commitment to the game Sandpiper Bay 
was the 2010 Myrtle Beach Area Golf Course of the Year.

www.sandpiperbaygolf.com

GOLF SHOP
Call for Tee Times

(800) 356-5827 ext. 1
(910) 579-9120  ext. 1

PIPER'S BAR & GRILL
(800) 356-5827 ext. 2
(910) 579-9120  ext. 2 

Open 7 days/week

Sandpiper Bay’s Carolina-style 
Clubhouse welcomes Members 
and visitors alike. 

Recently renovated, the Clubhouse 
features an inviting wrap-around 
porch and dramatic views of the 
courses. Popular with our guests, 
Piper’s Bar & Grill serves a tasty 
breakfast and lunch daily. Players 
can wind down after a satisfying 
day of golf with an equally satis-
fying drink from our bar.

Open 7 days/weekOpen 7 days/weekOpen 7 days/week

• 65 new golf carts with abs portals
• New full time superintendent hired
• New golf course equipment purchased
• New entrance foyer with flat screen TV  
      and furniture. 
• New concierge station at entrance
• Completely renovated restaurant and 
      bar with expanded operation hours 
      Open to the public
• Remodeled pro shop with new 
      merchandise
• Complete locker room renovations

• PGA Golf Pro- Bobby G. 
     Clinics and Lessons available
• Complete bunker restoration 
     scheduled throughout the golf course  
• Memberships now available! 
     Check out our website & Facebook  
     page & see what membership option 
     works for you
• Member events throughout the season! 

FUN!  FUN!  FUN!
• Financing available
• Millennial & under age 40 memberships  
     available with no initiation fee!

125 Country Club Road, Greentown, PA • 570-857-0251 • www.paupackhills.com

Route 314 • Pocono Manor, PA 18349 Custom Golf Group Packages, 
Day Outings and Leagues are available by contacting

PGA Director of Golf, Greg Wall (570) 839-1389  • or golf@poconomanor.com

PLAY WHERE THE LEGENDS HAVE PLAYEDPLAY WHERE THE LEGENDS HAVE PLAYED
Our legendary East Course -- with holes designed by golf giants Donald Ross and 
William Flynn have challenged dozens of top professionals including Art Wall Jr., 

Arnold Palmer and Sam Snead.

ITS YOUR TURN, BOOK YOUR TEE TIME TODAY

 Tee-TimesTee-Times
Available On-line at Available On-line at 

golf@poconomanor.comgolf@poconomanor.com
or callor call 570-839-1389 570-839-1389

2025Golf Specials
Daily Fee w/cart Monday - Thursday

Full Rate - $47
Senior Rate - $35

Senior Group Rate(12 or more) - $30
Twilight after 3:00 - $37

Daily Fee w/cart Friday
Full Rate - $72
Twilight - $42

Daily Fee w/cart Saturday
Full Rate - $77
Twilight - $42

Daily Fee w/cart Sunday
Before Noon - $72
Noon - 3:00 - $55

Twilight - $37

MEMBERSHIPS
7 Day Pass - $1450
Mon. - Friday - $950

Guest Pass - $30 Mon. - Friday
$55 Saturday/Sunday

PRESEASON/FALL (until May 2 and after Sept. 30)
Mon. - Thurs. - $35/No Senior Rate

Friday - $50    Saturday - $60    Sunday - $50
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   R. Jay Sigel, arguably one of the greatest amateurs in the history of golf, a charter 
member of the GAP Hall of Fame and one of the most well-respected individuals on 
and off the golf course, died April 19 from pancreatic cancer at the age of 81.
    “He was a dear friend and somebody that we will remember forever, and take a lot 
of inspiration from,” said Kevin Hammer, the USGA’s president-elect and chair of the 
Championship Committee who had become close with Sigel and his family over the 
past 20 years, in a USGA release. “Best amateur since Bobby Jones hands down.  
    “Not only was his career as an amateur – and as a professional [on the PGA Tour 
Champions] — incredibly successful and legendary, but he [also] participated 
alongside all of the members [at Delray Dunes Golf & Country Club in Boynton 
Beach, Fla.] in team matches, supported the club, helped the juniors and just was 
inspirational at every level. His legacy extends far beyond his playing credentials, 
which are extraordinary.”  
    Sigel’s roots in golf began as a caddie at Bala Golf Club. Bala became instrumental in 
his development as a young player. Following consecutive Junior Boys’ Championship 
runners-up (1959-60) and Pennsylvania Golf Association Junior Championship 
victories (1960-61), Sigel eventually took his talents to Wake Forest University (1962-
65), after graduating from Lower Merion High School. At Wake Forest, he earned the 
prestigious Arnold Palmer Scholarship and became an All-American.
    On a straight and narrow path to becoming a professional, Sigel’s trajectory in 
golf was altered by a freak accident. As Sigel exited his campus residence, his left 
hand broke through a pane of glass on a swinging door, resulting in 70 stitches. After 
spending nine days in the hospital, Sigel abandoned his professional aspirations.
    Sigel’s GAP resume includes: A record six Philadelphia Open Championships, five 
Joseph H. Patterson Cups, six Silver Cross awards and two Philadelphia Amateurs. 
His national record features two U.S. Amateurs and three U.S. Mid-Amateur crowns. 
Sigel earned low amateur honors in the Open Championship (1980), The Masters 
(1981-82, 1988) and the U.S. Open (1984). He claimed the British Amateur in 1979.
    He won 11 Pennsylvania Amateurs and four Pennsylvania Opens. Sigel, a long-
time Pine Valley Golf Club member, claimed a record-nine Crump Cups. He hoisted 
numerous invitational victories including the Northeast Amateur (1984-85, 1991), 
Sunnehanna Amateur (1976, 1978, 1988) and Porter Cup (1975, 1981, 1987).
     Sigel’s first taste of GAP success came in the 1970 Joseph H. Patterson Cup at Merion 
Golf Club (East/West) with a four-shot victory. It resulted in his second-consecutive 
Silver Cross Award. He’d win six Silver Crosses (1969-70, 1972-75).
    The syrupy-swinging Sigel went wire-to-wire to claim his first Philadelphia 
Amateur in 1973 at Manufacturers’ Golf & Country Club in an 8&7 rout over Don 
Sowers of Reading Country Club. He added one more in 1987 at one of his favorite 
Philadelphia courses, Torresdale-Frankford Country Club, now Union League Golf 
Club at Torresdale.
   “Yeah I’ve choked in this tournament before,” Sigel told Ray Didinger of the 
Philadelphia Bulletin after his 1973 Amateur win. “It seems like every year I point to 
the City Amateur and every year I am disappointed … I was jittery. I had a restless 
night last night. I didn’t get the sleep I did the rest of the week. This final was working 
on my mind.”
    He claimed his first Philadelphia Open Championship in record fashion in 1975 at 
Bidermann Golf Club. His 12-shot victory is still a tournament record. The Open in 
1987 at Gulph Mills Golf Club was his last GAP victory. It was his record sixth Open 
title (1975, 1977-78, 1980, 1986-87).
    “The Philadelphia Open helped keep my game tuned,” Sigel said in the Summer 
2024 issue of GAP Magazine highlighting the Philadelphia Open’s history. “There was 
extra pressure playing against the pros and I liked that. I always enjoyed it when an 
amateur beat a professional in golf.
    “To have the most victories in Philadelphia Open history is satisfying. Those wins 
in the Philadelphia Open helped build confidence in my game. Look at the history of 
golf in Philadelphia. This area had a ton of great players back then. GAP always had 
great venues for the championships and playing in GAP events helped me prepare for 
when I started playing more regional and national events. The competition was key 
and to be able to rise to the top of that is a great personal achievement for me.”
    Sigel’s national recognition began to evolve in the years following that record-setting 
win. His first taste of USGA success came in 1961 when he made it to the U.S. Junior 
Amateur Final. 

     In 1977, Sigel, now a member of Aronimink Golf Club, received an opportunity 
to play in the U.S. Amateur there, an event he desperately wanted to win. He lost to 
eventual champion John Fought in the semifinals. That year was the beginning of what 
would become Sigel’s impressive USGA resume. He competed in his first Walker Cup 
at Shinnecock Hills Golf Club in Southampton, N.Y. He would not miss the biennial 
event for each of the next nine editions. He served as captain of the 1983 team at Royal 
Liverpool Golf Club in Hoylake, England and the 1985 team at Pine Valley. Sigel holds 
the record for most U.S. matches played with 33 and U.S. match victories with 18.

“Back in 1985, Jay was the only person to beat me 
that summer,” Scott Verplank, five-time PGA TOUR 
winner, 1984 U.S. Amateur champion and member 
of the 1985 Walker Cup Team, said. “He rolled in 
a 40-footer to beat me at the Northeast Amateur 
in Rhode Island, which always kickstarted the 
summer golf calendar. I definitely took note of Jay 
and his accomplishments then. That always stuck 
with me. A couple of months later he picked me to 
play with him in the Walker Cup at Pine Valley. It 
was a dream. The other members on a team joked 
with him why he got to pick the best player as his 
partner. He said, ‘Because the captain gets first 
choice.’ He always had a good sense of humor.”
    In the 1980s, Sigel was a national force. His first 
USGA championship came in the 1982 U.S. Amateur 
in an 8&7 rout of David Tolley at The Country Club 
in Brookline, Mass. He’d repeat with a victory in 

1983 at North Shore Country Club in Glenview, Ill. in another 8&7 rout over Chris 
Perry. Sigel and Tiger Woods (1994-96) are the only players to win consecutive U.S. 
Amateur titles in the last 69 years.
    Along with the U.S. Amateur in 1983, Sigel won his first of three (1983, 1985, 1987) 
U.S. Mid-Amateur titles. He is the only person to win both the U.S. Amateur and U.S. 
Mid-Amateur as well as winning both championships in the same year.
    In 1985, he battled with fellow GAP Hall of Famer, O. Gordon Brewer, Jr. in the U.S. 
Mid-Amateur Final at The Vintage Club (Mountain Course) in Indian Wells, Calif. 
Sigel held off Brewer, 3&2.
    It would be the last national championship on his amateur resume. 
   The next chapter of his legendary career came when he turned 50 years old. He 
joined the Senior PGA TOUR in 1994 (now the PGA TOUR Champions) and became 
its Rookie of the Year. He would go on to win eight events on the senior circuit.
    Sigel’s success wasn’t limited to the golf course. He developed his own insurance 
business and was the Senior Vice President, Benefits and Insurance Services at CBIZ 
MHM, LLC in Plymouth Meeting, Pa. for 28 years.
    The Jay Sigel Invitational Tournament, created in 1992, is one of Sigel’s proudest 
accomplishments. For the past 33 years, the tournament has raised $5.1 million for 
breast cancer and prostate cancer research and patient care. The money goes toward 
helping find more and better treatments, uncover factors that may cause cancer and 
improve patients’ quality of life at the Abramson Family Cancer Research Institute at 
the University of Pennsylvania. It’s held annually at Aronimink.
    “Because of the successes I had in golf, I needed to give back,” Sigel said in an inter-
view for GAP’s 125th Anniversary in 2022. “In 1979 when I won the British Amateur, 
I realized there was a greater force in my life and I needed to pay it back. My dad died 
of cancer and I wanted to give back in that regard. Cancer used to be a death sentence. 
There’s been some great things that have happened as a result of this tournament. 
Success is important but significance takes precedent.”
    Sigel is a recipient of the Bob Jones Award (1984) which is the USGA’s highest honor. 
The award recognizes an individual who demonstrates the spirit, personal character 
and respect for the game. He earned the Ben Hogan Award, given by the Golf Writers 
Association of America to a golfer who overcomes a physical aliment or handicap to 
play golf again, in 1984.
    Sigel is survived by his wife of 57 years, Betty and his three daughters Jennifer, Amy, 
Megan and six grandchildren.

IN MEMORIAM: JAY R. SIEGEL
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LANSDOWNE CONTINUES TO IMPRESS
By Phil Sokol
Fifteen years is a long time.

 How long? Well in this time span, we’re about to have our fourth 
different president, we just witnessed the fourth Olympic summer 
games in Paris, 2024 was another leap year and it took me 15 years to 
return to Lansdowne Resort!

 I’ve been extremely fortunate over the years to visit some of the 
greatest resorts and golf courses in the United States, even making 
return visits, such as I did with Lansdowne Resort.

Although it took a long time to return, I was equally impressed, not 
only with the two wonderful courses, but the resort was better than 
I remembered.

 Let’s start off with the 45 holes of golf. That’s right, two outstanding 
18-hole venues, the Norman course and the RTJ II course and the 
fun Shark Bite 9-hole course. “We have about 670 golfing members 
and we do about 67,000 rounds of golf,” said Director of Golf Dan 
Warnick. “The majority of our rounds are member rounds but we 
host members, members guest, resort guests and outings here at 
Lansdowne.”

 “Lansdowne is unique in the sense that we offer two completely 
different experiences when it comes to golf,” said Warnick. “ I don’t 
know of many facilities that have what we have. Two different course 
designers and two different grass types giving you two completely 
different golf experiences.”

 The Norman layout stretches to over 7,300 yards and features what 
Greg Norman called the “Hardest Mile in Golf.” Originally holes 
15-18, before the nines were reversed, these four holes, which now 
comprise holes 6-9, are combined to equal 1,760 yards (exactly one 
mile). Picture this, two par fours over 400 yards, a par-5 that reaches 
663 yards and the par-3 ninth at 247 yards. YIKES!

 Not to be outdone, the Robert Trent Jones II course is just over 7,000 

yards from the gold markers. Although the opening nine features 
a few challenging holes, the back nine is as good as it gets, with 
a plethora of dogleg rights, lefts, carries over water, uphill and 
downhill holes. The 12th and 13th are two of my favorites. Bending 
to the left and climbing to the green, number 12 plays every bit of 441 
yards, while the par-3 13th is downhill from 210 yards.

 “RTJ II is known to be more player friendly, especially on the front 
nine,” continued Warnick. “But beware as the back nine can be 
tough with elevation changes and a lot of risk/reward opportunities. 
The back nine of RTJ II is the favorite of the nines. It’s such a good 
layout.”

 In addition, Norman created a nine-hole layout designed with the 
family in
mind, the Sharkbite course. A wonderful venue in which to practice, 
Sharkbite
is fun to walk and enjoy with the entire clan. From as little as 870 
yards, perfect for the juniors to 2,319 yards, the Sharkbite is a blast.

 “Sharkbite is such a great addition to the facility and is super 
valuable to the membership,” added Warnick. “It’s a great, well 
condition short course and is normally always available without 
needing a tee time. It’s a par 32 with four par 3’s and five par 4’s. It’s 
a great course for the family, beginners or even a confidence booster 
for those better players.”

Let’s not forget the double-sided practice facility, fit for all levels of 
play.

Just 30 miles from our nations capital, Lansdowne Resort, which was 
just named 2024 Smart Stars Award winner in the Best Golf Resort 
category from Smart Meetings Magazine, is an oasis of relaxation, 
golf, fitness and dining.

Piedmont’s, overlooking the Potomac River, is “the” spot for din-
ner. From the classic Caesar salad to a Charcuterie Board and a Ba-
con-Wrapped BBQ Pork Tenderloin, your meal is almost complete. 

Lansdowne # 1

Lansdowne # 12

     Cont. on page 35
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GIVE US A CALL TO ASK ABOUT PRICING!
CONTACT OUR PGA PROFESSIONAL KYLE MONAHAN
570.894.4435 EXT. 110 - OR - KMONO@PGA.COM
182 LAKE ROAD, TOBYHANNA  |   POCONOFARMS.COM/GOLF

LOCATED JUST
TWENTY MINUTES
FROM SCRANTON
& STROUDSBURG

ENJOY THE BEST OF POCONO FARMS COUNTRY CLUB:
Our Beautiful 18 Hole Golf Course  -  Excellent Membership Rates

Delicious Food at The Lakeside Grill & Pub  -  Our Newly Renovated Pool

If golf is not your thing, how about tennis or the ever-growing 
Pickleball. Lansdowne also has a 24-hour fitness center for you 
workout maniacs. Treadmills, stair climbers, bikes, rowing machines, 
weights, yoga mats, etc. You get the idea. There are also hiking and 
biking trails throughout the property.

 What else is there you say?

 Spa Minérale offers all kinds of enhancements and treatments for 
the soul.

 For me, it’s the Therapeutic Deep Tissue massage for 80 minutes 
or the Fire & Ice massage, which can’t be beat. Facial’s, pedicures, 
acupuncture, heck, they’ll even trim your beard and cut your hair. 
Now that’s full-service.

 But if it’s total relaxation you want, go no further than the three 
outdoor pools, one indoor pool and indoor hot tub. The Aquatic 
Center offers full-day private cabanas, perfect for the family or just 
sit by the adult-only pool with a refreshing cocktail.

 So, you’re within a dozen miles from Washington Dulles International 
Airport, just an hour from Baltimore and three from Philadelphia, 
what are you waiting for.

Lansdowne is a AAA Four-Diamond Award winner, with over 300 
well-appointed rooms and suites that overlook the Potomac River, 

not to mention the beautiful views of the nearby Blue Ridge Moun-
tains. Are you kidding me? Make the call!

     Cont. frompage 34
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PGA CHAMPIONSHIP TO RETURN TO PHILADELPHIA 
PGA SECTION IN 2026

      Cont. on page37 

By Mike Kern

So, what were you doing in 1962?

Well, if you’re Gary Player, you were winning your third major 
golf championship, and first of two PGA Championships (with the 
other coming a decade later), at Aronimink Golf Club in suburban 
Philadelphia’s Newtown Square.

And, like many things the ageless South African did in his illustrious 
career, he did so in style. There’s a reason he would go down as 
one of the game’s greatest global ambassadors. And that moment 63 
years ago in July was a prime example.

He came to the 72nd hole leading Bob Goalby by one shot. Player 
had used a 4 wood off the tee almost the entire week to avoid the 
rough. He had missed the cut at the British Open the week before at 
Royal Troon. Didn’t matter. But on the tough par-4 uphill 18th, he 
drove his ball into the trees to the left. From there, though, he hit a 3 
wood that needed to slice about 100 yards around them and made it 
onto the front of the green. Then he proceeded to leave a wonderful 
lengthy lag putt about 2 feet from the cup. Game over. More history 
for his growing all-time resume. He would complete his career grand 
slam two years later by winning his only U.S. Open.

He still remembers that shot and that week like it just happened. As 
you would suspect. He’s Gary Player for a reason.

“I can see myself on the first tee, pulling out my 4 wood,” recalled 
Player, who will turn 90 years younger in November, during a recent 
media day zoom call. “Isn’t it amazing? It’s a truly, truly great golf 
course. It has a variety of shots, that’s what I like. It’s so balanced. 
You have long shots, short shots, you have to hit it low, you have to 
hit it high, hit ‘em straight. It will really test you, all through your 
bag.
“It’s an incredible place. Maybe I’m prejudiced, but it’s one of my 
favorites in the world. The people there, they love their course. And 
it’s infectious. They want to see performance. Enthusiasm is one of 
the essences of life. If you’re around people who are happy, and 
you associate with that, it’s a great joy to play well and become a 
champion. It’s a gift. I’m very thankful (for that experience). I can’t 
wait until 2026, to see the best golfers in the world go back there.”

Indeed, it’s been a long wait. Aronimink — which ironically wasn’t 
the original choice to host the ‘62 event but did so after Brentwood in 
Los Angeles pulled out when California’s Attorney General protested 
the PGA Tour’s “Caucasian only” clause in place at the time — was 
scheduled to host again in 1993. But it had to withdraw because it did 
not have any minority members at the time, something which also 
kept Merion from being the site for the 1994 U.S. Women’s Open. 
But Aronimink was given the 2003 Senior PGA, the 2010 and ‘11 
AT&T National (Tiger Woods’ event), the 2018 BMW Champioship 
(the next-to-last tournament in the FedEx Cup playoffs, and the Women’s 
PGA in 2020.
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And next May, it will finally get another men’s major. In a year where 
World Cup games and the Major League Baseball All Star game will 
also be here to help America celebrate it’s 250th birthday.

The last time a major was held here was 2013, when Justin Rose beat 
Phil Mickelson at Merion in the U.S. Open. Merion, which gets the 
U.S. Amateur next year, also hosted in 1971 and ‘81 and will get 
another in 1930 to commemorate the 100th anniversary of Bobby 
Jones completing his grand slam there by winning the U.S. Am for 
the fifth time. Now that’s history.

“It’s a rare opportunity, for Aronimink, Newtown Square and 
Delaware County,” said Mike Lewers, the General Chairman for the 
championship. “We feel very blessed. We can’t host a Masters or the 
British Open. So there’s only two openings a year. It solidifies us as a 
championship course, that’s withstood the test of time.

“We will be the capital of the sports world. We want to show off our 
championship course, on even a much bigger scale.”

You want context? In 1962, they needed 400 volunteers. Now they’re 
looking at 3,000. Back then, the Donald Ross layout, which has 
undergone a restoration by Gil Hanse, played at about 7,000 yards. 
It will be 7,500 next year, with a par of 70. The greens will be a lot 
faster, obviously. Hey, a lot of things have changed/evolved. But 
worthy remains worthy. And nobody doubts that Aronimink is 
up to whatever the players are going to bring with them. And then 
some. It’s that good.

“We’re going to have to up our game even more,” said Jeff Kiddie, 
the longtime head professional there. “I think it’s going to play very 
much like Donald Ross intended it to. All 18 of the green sites are 
original, and that’s not going to happen on a course that’s 100 years 
old. And I’m sure the PGA of America is going to have fun with 
setting pin locations.”

That’s why they call them majors. They’re not supposed to be easy. 
Those are the four weeks a year that define careers. This promises to 
be a world-class endeavor, on every level.
“To have an event of this magnitude, with the backdrop of 
Philadelphia sports, well the response has (already) been incredible,” 
said Ryan Ogle, the PGA Championship Director. “The impact will 
be incredible. It will bring $140 million, and that’s a conservative 
number, to this region. The exposure, since it’s being broadcast 
around the globe, will spotlight Delco and promote this entire area. 
The pride that comes with all that is great for us. And the surrounding 
area as well.
“To have this in your backyard, it only happens twice a year (in our 
country). So there’s an added expectation level. It’s a marquee event, 
on an iconic course that’s a little more of an intimate property. Which 
should make it even more special I think we’re all just excited to see 
how it unfolds.

“To be part of everything that’s going on here next year is really 
something that people will remember. We’re honored to be part of 
that celebration, part of the show. We want to do it the right way. 
Maybe the Eagles can win another Super Bowl (by then).”

It’s a thought. Several of the Eagles coaches did show up for the 
kickoff of the countdown, including defensive coordinator Vic 
Fangio and offensive line guru Jeff Stoutland. And they brought the 
Super Bowl trophy with them. So there was that. Not a bad touch.

“It’s been a journey (to get here), but this is the pinnacle,” Kiddie 
acknowledged, quite accurately. “We’ve had a great relationship 
with the PGA of America, going back a long time. It’s remained 
strong. Until this year we were the only course to host all three of its 
spectator championships. So that’s pretty unique. And all of what’s 
come before has been building to this.

“It definitely feels like a crescendo. A lot of casual golf fans might 
not watch all the events. But being a major, there will be a lot more 
eyes on it. We know that. It’s hard to put a measure on what that 
means for our brand, but it will be impactful. The PGA last year 
came down to the last putt, and it was tremendous. We hope we can 
have a compelling event, and the players are telling the story.

“We’re just trying to make this the best PGA Championship possible. 
That’s the goal of the PGA of America, and the goal of Aronimink. 
We want to have the best yet. And what plays out after that, we’ll 
have to see.”

That’s a story for another day. But if all goes as planned, it would 
be hard to see the PGA waiting another 64 years to bring its flagship 
tournament back here again. Philly and Aronimink both deserve 
more. But first things first. Hope to see you a lot of you out there 
next May.



38                                 Golf Pennsylvania - Golf Northeast      Early Summer 20256 Go l f Pe n n s y lva n i a ~ Go l f no rt h e a s t  Spring 2020

547 PA-940 • White Haven, PA 18661 / 570-443-2100 • Fax 570-443-8555

Within 10 minutes of 3 Top Tier Golf Courses
Jack Frost • Mountain Laurel • Split Rock
Newly Renovated • full breakfast included

Plenty of additional leisure activities nearby
email: hiexpresswhitehaven@gmail.com

 
$9900* plus tax 

GOLF SPECIAL
Mon-Tues-Wed. • 1 Green Fee w/Cart

* Double Occupency Required.  O� er Good thru 2020

White Haven – Poconos 
www.hiexpress.com

S A R A S O TA  G O L F  G E TAWAY

7132 40th lane east, Sarasota, Florida 34243

Rooms Available 
4-br, 2-bath. 1-king, 2-queens, 2-double

Call Gary for 
Golf and Stay Packages

570-237-8000

JACK’S GRILLE
Open daily at 10:00am  
Visit Our Covered Patio Bar 
with Cozy Fireplace 
New Fire Pit Patio Party Area
Full Service Banquet Facilities
Book your Tournament, Wedding 
or  Private Party Today!
570-443-7424  
• Proshop Ext 1 • Jack's Grille Ext 2

• www.mountainlaurelgolfclub.com
White Haven, PA  • Hickory Run State Park exit off of I-80

Custom Designed Pro Shop
with Men's and Lady's Locker Rooms

Gorgeous 18 hole Championship golf course nestled in the scenic Pocono Mountains
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           Golf Northeast
  www.golfpa-golfne.com
 Don Allan --
      Publisher

  PO Box 573
  Lake Harmony, PA
                      18624
  For advertising rates
  Contact: 

  570-881-6458

   Golf Pennsylvania

W e l c o m e  G o l f e r s

Route 115, 1 Mile South of I-80, Blakeslee, PA
Direct Satellite TV • NFL & College Game Plan

(570) 646-2813
www.murphy'sloft.com

Breakfast
Sat. & Sun.

DAILY LUNCH &
DINNER SPECIALS

Plus Children's Menu
FAMILY RESTAURANT

Thursday “A Pocono Tradition”
8 oz. Strip Steak Special $14.95

Outside Bar, Deck and Heated Pool
Rooms Available at our 

Recently Renovated Motel
Call for Golf and Stay Packages
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Pocono FarmsPocono Farms Pocono FarmsPocono Farms
Golf Fore FREE!
Pocono Farms

Golf Fore FREE!Golf Fore FREE! 

New Members, Paid by April 1st,  
Play Free Golf for the Month of April 

Memberships Starting at $700 

Pocono Farms Country Club  
182 Lake Road Tobyhanna PA 18466 

Kyle Monahan -  PGA Head Professional 
570-894-4435 ex 110

golfshop@poconofarms.com 

Senior 
Golf Rates
Monday to Thursday 

$499.00
SENIOR RATE
TUES. - THURS.

$55
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* Gift Certificates Available

Ranked 17th on
Golf Advisor

In Season Golf Rates
             Monday -  Weekends

     Thursday  & Holidays

Open
 $59 $85 

Midday 2 PM $49 $69
Twilite  4 PM $39  $49
*Senior – 60+

$40*         N/A
Junior 17-    $20 $25After 2 PM

 Includes greens fee, cart fee and tax.

2021-22 MeMberships 
AVAILABLE
Plan Your Pocono Golf Outing 
New Outdoor Pavillion & Bar

(570)  443-2414X2

2025

OFF Season Rates
Start 11/1/24

Discounted Rate Available Online 
Call for Details

Now Booking 2025 
Groups & Outings

Mon. - Thurs.  $65
4PM    $39
Senior (60 & over) $40

Fri. - Sun.  $95
4PM    $49
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